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ANTI-SLAVERY IN SPAIN. 
WHEN the September revolution in 
Spain was accomplished, and the Pro- 
visional Government had assumed autho- 
rity in Madrid, great efforts were made 
to induce it to issue at once a decree 
declaring the immediate and unconditional 
abolition of Slavery in the Spanish Antilles. 
The popular party, that is, the native- 
born or Creole y, in contradistinction 
to the Penins or Spanish party, was 
in favour of emancipation, and had 
demanded it with other colonial reforms. 
Four years’ agitation of the question in 
Spain, had pre the public mind for 
such an act of justice. Serrano had de- 
clared that emancipation was absolutely a 
measure of necessity for the peace, welfare, 
and safety of the islands of Cuba and Porto 
Rico. General Dulce, on his authority 
as Captain-General of the former, had 
expressed the same opinion. Every- 
thing was favourable to the acceptance 
of a Decree in accordance with the 





fundamental principles of liberty, asserted 
in the programme of Cadiz, and accepted 
by the leaders of the revolution. But 
the Provisional Government allowed the 
opportune moment to slip by, and did 
nothing. It did not even extend to those 
unfortunate colonies the rights and 
privileges conquered by the revolution, 
and declared to belong to all Spaniards, 
to all Spanish citizens. Seftor Ayala, 
the Colonial Minister, was continually 
urged to issue a decree to this effect, but 
his reply was that Dulce—the newly- 
appointed Captain-General—would e 
it out, and be armed with the fullest 
authority to effect emancipation. By this 
time Porto Rico was in a ferment, and 
Cuba in a state of insurrection, goaded to 
it by the culpable negligence of the 
Central Government, and its shameful 
disregard of the just claims of the 
colonists. Then the excuse was found 
for delaying abolition and other reforms, 
that these could not be introduced until 
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the insurrection was extinguished, and 
the Colonial Deputies took their seats in 
the Cortes. This was the only reply 
vouchsafed to hundreds of petitions from 


all parts of Spain, and to the motions for 


ons of rthe ‘new con-, 


stitution bronght forward by leading 
republicans. In the meanwhile the chiefs 
of the insurrection in Cuba had declared, 
first conditional, then complete emanci- 
pation, thus setting up a new and for- 
midable element against Spanish rule. 
Even this energetic measure produced no 
effect at head-quarters. The only motto 
seemed to ‘be—* ‘War to the knife till ‘the 
‘imsurrection ‘is put down.” But ‘the in- 
surrection is not yet suppressed, the 
‘‘ war to the knife” continues, and Slavery 
is still an institution both in Cuba and 
Porto Rico. 

The delegates for the latter island, 
eleven in number, were elected in June 
last year, and arrived in Madrid some 
‘time during the summer. From the day 
the:Cortes resumed their sittings until two 
months ago, their efforts to bring forward 
the question of colonial reform resulted 
only in -the presentation of a Bill for 
extending—with certain modifications—to 
Porto Rico, the new Spanish constitution. 
One of these, as pointed out in our last 
article on this subject, was, that the 
question of word should be made the 
subject of a special law ; and this announce- 
ment was preceded by a preamble pro- 
hibiting any public discussion whatsoever 
of Slavery, so long as that curse should 
exist in the island; a most absurd, even 
iniquitous measure. At length the con- 
sideration of the Porto Rican constitution 
is announced for a certain day. New 
difficulties arise, and further adjournments 
ensue. Political jealousies had had time 
to seek support and to organize resistance. 
The most reactionary section of that 
coalition of which the Ministerial majority 
was composed, namely, the Liberal Union, 
constitutionally from its very origin the 
opponent of all reforms, of all liberal 
measures, had obtained the nomination, to 
the Captain-Generalship of Cuba, of De 
Rodas, who, notwithstanding his conduct 
towards the citzens of Cadiz and Malaga 
in December 1868, was deemed a suitable 
Governor for Cuba, Rallying to its 
standard the wealthy representatives of 
the slaveocracy in Spain, in Madrid 
especially, the Liberal Union .sought 
from the outset to defeat the Abolitionist 
Party, and as the compactness of the 

inisterial majority depended in a great 
measure at first upon the fidelity to 
the coalition of the party called the 
Liberal Union, the advocates of emanci- 
pation could make no way. As the 
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elements of dissension in the heart of 
the coalition developed themselves, the 
Ministerial position became more critical ; 
and, terrified by the threats of the Liberal 
Union to raise the Peninsular party in 


‘Coba against the Government, the 
‘Minister -in - Chief succumbed, letting 


colonial reform go to the wall. But 
this state of things could not continue. 
The Porto Rican delegates threatened to 
return home if the question they had 
crossed the Atlantic to discuss were post- 
poned. The Colonial Minister, Becerra, 
declared he would resign office, as he 
pledged himself to carry forward the 
plans he had prepared, not only for 
colonial reform, but for a solution of the 
more serious question of emancipation. 
The Ministry—though still hampered with 
the Unionist Minister of Marine—found it 
desirable to seek to cast itself loose from 
the Union, and, secure of the support of 
the Republicans and Democrats, declared 
it would pursue its measure of colonial 
reform in spite of the Union. Yet, three 
or four weeks of further vacillation ensued, 
during which time the Union took ad- 
vantage of another and unexpected 
opportunity, on the presentation of a new 
project of Finance, to rally the Republicans 
to its side—the question being one to 
oppose which they were committed on 
rinciple— and boldly attacking the 
inistry first, nearly succeeded .in obtain- 
ing a majority against the Prim Cabi- 
net. The Union stood in a minority of 
seven only; so that, had the members of 
the Cabinet not voted, it would have been 
a defeat. The object of the Union was 
to produce a Ministerial crisis, and, if 
ible, bring in its own men. It has, 
owever, defeated itself, for though on 
certain questions it may rally to its side 
the Republicans and some Democrats, its 
influence as a party is gone. Nevertheless, 
its power for mischief is great, and the 
result has been shown in its successful 
opposition to colonial reform up to the 
present time. ‘rue, it has succeeded only 
in delaying a solution; but time presses, 
and every day’s postponement augments 


the chances in favour of a further 


procrastination, Our readers may now, 
perhaps, better comprehend the ition 
of the Abolitionist party in Madrid, 
and the causes which obstruct the 
final disposal of the question of eman- 
cipation. ‘The Government, as such, is 
favourable to the cause, but its policy is 
to go slowly: a fatal blunder, yet one 
which no representations, no array of facts, 
no arguments seem able to render apparent. 
The slaveholders or Peninsularists, in 
league with the Union—which in this mat- 
ter represents the old Democratic party in 
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the United States whilst Slavery existed— 
are striving to postpone emancipation, not 
in the hope of preventing it—for they 
know this cannot be accomplished—but in 
order to secure better terms, and a long 
apprenticeship. The Government is in 
fear of this party, because it sustains the 
burden of the war in Cuba, and therefore 
the Cabinet trims its sails accordingly ; 
seeking to conciliate, yet to keep free of 
entanglements. Hence the devices for a 
postponement of the discussion of the 
colonial question ; hence the making that 
of Slavery the subject of a special law. 
As the case now stands, two projects of 
emancipation—apart from the one for co- 
lonial reform—are before the Commission 
of the Cortes which discusses all measures 
pertaining to the Colonial department. 
One is the Ministerial plan, which we 
understand proposes a short term of 
apprenticeship, and that of a member of 
the Porto Rican delegation, demanding the 
immediate and unconditional abolition of 
Slavery. These two plans have yet to be 
reported upon. ‘Then the report with the 
views of the Commission must be laid 
before the Cortes. Next it must be ascer- 
tained, by a formal vote of the House, 
whether the question is to be taken into 
consideration, upon which there is no 
doubt the vote will be affirmative ; and 
lastly will come the decisive debate. But 
when ? 

There is not a shadow of doubt that the 
Liberal Union has been the primitive 
source of the indifference of the Govern- 
ment to the question of emancipation, and 
that the critical position of the Ministers, 
who have figured most prominently in the 
events of the last nineteen months, has 
greatly influenced their course. Being in 
fear of the Union, lest its secession from 
the coalition should leave the Ministerial 
party at the merey of a new combination, 

rim and his colleagues have sacrificed the 
great cause of emancipation. 

A fresh crisis has lately brought a new 
Colonial Minister into the Cabinet, who is 
said to be disposed to go further than 
Sefior Becerra, his immediate predecessor. 
Sefor Moret Prendergayt, who is un- 
questionably a most able speaker, now 
takes the port-folio of the Colonies. He 
is one of those who some time ago signed 
the radical declaration of the Spanish Abo- 
litionist Society, and must be judged by his 
acts. 

The Debates in the Cortes on the new 
constitution for Porto Rico have not, so 
far as we have seen, brought very promi- 
nently forward the question of emancipa- 
tion. It has been referred to incidentally 
only. ‘The Peninsularists oppose the mea- 
sure, on the plea that whatever is done for 
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Porto Rico will be ‘acted upon as a pre- 
cedent for Cuba, though they allege that 
the two islands are not in the same position, 
and therefore ought to be treated differently. 
They do not see, or do not-seem ‘to do ‘so, 
that because Cuba is in insurrection, and 
has no delegates to the Cortes, this ds no 
solid reason against the consideration of 
the questions of Colonial Reform for 
another island. As the owners of slave- 
property, they have the apprehensions 
natural to their class, and are not willing 
to abandon, until compelled, the power 
they possess over their human chattels. 
Disappointed as we are at the unfortunate 
delays which have surrounded this:question 
of emancipation in the Spanish Antilles, 
we nevertheless believe Slavery there must 
very shortly come to an end. 


P.S.—We learn that Sefior Becerra, ex- 
Colonial Minister, had presented several 
Bills to the Cortes, one for emancipation 
in Porto Rico, and another declaring free 
in Cuba all slave-children born on and 
after the 19th September 1868, the date 
of the last revolution. He had also pro- 
mulgated a law abolishing the prohibrtion 
of holding rank in the army or the navy, 
or public offices of any kind, or of entering 
the public colleges, directed against those 
who could not prove their blood to be 
wholly free from African taint. ‘Thus 
blacks and coloured people are now on the 
same footing as whites. 

This is well, so far as it goes, but all 
measures short of complete emancipation, 
fail to meet the requirements of justice. 





CUBA. 


ACCORDING to a telegraphic message, dated 
Philadelphia, April 16th —“ ~~ 
received of late by the American ’G 

ment, from Consuls and other representa- 
tives in Cuba, agree in stating that the 
insurrection has ceased to be formidable, 
but that considerable numbers of insurgents 
are still scattered in guerilla parties over 
the island, whom it will take .a long time 
to subdue.” 

News equally reliable, denies that the m-. 
surrection has not ceased to be formidable; 
and that a severe engagement has. recently - 
taken place between the insurgents and a 
large force of Government troops near : 
Lastumeas, both sides claiming the victory,. 
and where the insurgents are still acting . 
on the defensive. 
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BRAZIL. 


WE have received an interesting letter 
from Rio de Janeiro, from which we make 
the following extracts : 

‘A very remarkable movement is going 
on throughout the country. Besides M. 
Perdigao Malheiro, whose work on Slavery, 
the result of many years’ study, I had the 
pleasure of sending to you in 1867, another 
writer, Dr. J. M. de Macedo, one of our 
most popular poets and romancists, is in the 
field on our side. He has commenced a 
powerful propaganda, by describing slave- 
life in its sad nudity. He takes up an ori- 
ginal standpoint, by exposing the evils of 
Slavery as more prejudicial even to the 
slaveholders than to their slaves. He 
developes with rare power the immense 
corruption produced by this vile institu- 
tion. Three of his romances have been 
published, under the titles of ‘‘ As Victimas 
Algozes,” ‘‘The Victim Executioners.” 
The public has received these works with 
avidity. ‘The writer is an ex-member of 
the Chamber of Deputies, and held a 
portfolio in a Liberal Cabinet. His name 
is perhaps a passport to public favour ; but 
the fact proves that Slavery does not find 
here the obstinate defenders it has had in 
other parts of the world..... Although 
the Conservative party numbers a few more 
or less timid Abolitionists, emancipation 
is not likely to make a decided step in ad- 
vance, until we get achange of ministry. We 
desired that abolition should not be made a 
party question, but the Conservatives have 
converted it into one. Perhaps, however, 
the very unpopularity of the government 
has helped us. Nothing can be more sig- 
nificant than the laws voted by the Legis- 
lative assemblies of the provinces of Pianhy, 
Ceara, Pernambuco, St. Paulo, Amazonas, 
Santa-Catharina, Espirito Santo, and Mi- 
nas, eight of the 20 Brazilian provinces, 
appropriating funds from their provincial 
budgets for the liberation of slaves. One 
after another these Assemblies seem to pro- 
test against the silence, on this matter of 
abolition, of the Address from the throne, 
which contained not one word as to the 
intentions of the Government respecting 
Slavery. This reaction of the public opi- 
nion is worthy of attention, not so much 
on account of the small sums voted by the 
Assemblies (140 contos,or 14,000/.) scarcely 
sufficient for the redemption of 300 slaves 
annually, but on account of the fact itself, 
because it indicates the development of a 
serious opinion in the country, against the 
indefinite maintenance of Slavery, and the 
indifference of the government. During 
the last few months new Societies for the 
redemption of slaves have been constituted 
in the chief provincial towns, the funds be- 
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ing the result of voluntary contributions. 
Several new journals have also appeared, 
which have rallied on the side of emancipa- 
tion. 

‘¢T am assured that next month there is 
be held at Limeria (province of St. Paulo), 
in the very heart of the coffee-estates 
district, a meeting of that Society of estate 
owners favourable to abolition which I 
have already mentioned to you ; and that 
M. Nabuco de Aranjo, Councillor of State, 
will preside. Several leaders of the Liberal 
party of St. Paulo will also attend. It will 
be the first manifestation of the kind in 
Brazil. 

‘‘ Upon the strength of these indications, 
I can assert, my dear Sir, that the idea of 
emancipation in Brazil has, within only four 
years after my first letter to you, made un- 
expected progress. It is true that little 
can be accomplished without the co-opera- 
tion of a firm and persevering government, 
but our’s notoriously inspires no confi- 
dence. It is behind its time. It is carried 
forward by the stream of events, but you 
can understand how great is the peril of a 
haphazard advance in so serious a matter. 
It is some compensation to see news- 
papers, Societies, writers, the provincial 
Assembles making up, in a measure, for the 
shortcomings of the government. We have 
every reason to expect the co-operation of 
the most enlightened of the Conservative 
party, some of whom have declared, 
in both chambers, their abolitionist opi- 
nions. The Conservative deputies have 
even adopted a Bill (adjourned since 1865), 
which prohibits the sale of slaves by pub- 
lic auction, and the separation of members 
of the same family. ‘This is not much, but 
at any rate it is the first law which affects 
the question of Slavery. ‘The law is in 
operation. 

‘‘The war in Paraguay is coming to a 
close, indeed, is virtually terminated.* The 
government can now attend to domestic 
matters. But how long will it be before 
it recognizes that Slavery is the source of 
all the troubles of Brazil. You may re- 
member I repudiated the absurd allegation 
for which Lopez endeavoured to obtain 
currency in Europe, that the war he was 
engaged in against Brazil was undertaken 
with the humane purpose of preventing 
her from extending it into the countries 
adjacent to the empire. This ridiculous 
pes aaneantar the republics of the Plata are 
most hostile to Slavery —has been refuted 
by the Provisional Government recently 
established at Asuncion, by an act which 
proves that Slavery had not ceased to exist 





* Since this was written, hostilities havo 
ceased. Lopez has been killed, and the war is 
totally at an end.—Eb. A.S.R. 
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in that country, and which abolishes it for 
ever. I annex the Decree from the Para- 
guayan official journal La Regeneracion :— 


DECREE. 
THE PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENT OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF PARAGUAY. 

Considering that Slavery is inconsistent 
with the principles of liberty, equality and 
justice, which the Government proclaims, 
and proposes to establish and regulate : 

That Slavery, an anti-Christian institu- 
tion, is the sad legacy of past times, and 
which the barbarous tyranny that has 
oppressed the people has alone been the 
means of perpetuating : 

That such property requires, to cause it 
to be respected, the employment of violent 
and coercive measures, wholly impossible 
at the present period, and when the free 
Republic is rising regencrate, to advance in 
the path which its high destiny calls it to 
follow : 

It is decreed : 

Art. 1. From this day Slavery is abolished 
throughout the territory of the Republic. 

Art, 2. Six months after the promulga- 
tion of this Decree, every individual whom- 
soever shall be free, whatever his previous 
condition, who shall set foot on Para- 
guayan territory. 

Art. 3. A register shall be opened in the 
Civil Court of this capital, in which shall 
be inscribed the sex, age, state of health 
and calling of our Paraguayan freedmen, 
in order that at the convenient moment 
their owners may be indemnified, who shall 
consider their interests compromised by the 
present Decree. Similar registers shall be 
opened at the offices of the Justices of the 
Peace in all the departments subject to 
the chief authority in the capital. 

Art. 4. This Decree shall be registered 
and published. 

Given at Asuncion, the 2nd October 
1869. Year the First of Liberty in Para- 
guay. 

(Signed) Canrios Loizact, 

Jose Diaz DE Bepoya. 


PARAGUAY. 


Loprz has fallen. General Camara, at 
the head of a few hundred Brazilians, 
overtook him and as many Paraguayans in 
the Aquitaban, in Matto Grosso, on Ist of 
March. The Paraguayans were defeated, 
and Lopez summoned to surrender. He 
refused, and was killed, fighting to the last. 
His followers were taken prisoners, and 
Paraguay, now entirely subdued, will pro- 
bably be added to the empire of Brazil. Itis 
entirely garrisoned by Brazilian troops, the 
Argentines having retired ; and the Emperor 
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will be reluctant to give up such a position 
as Humaita, which commands the con- 
fluence of the Paraguay and Parana. 
With an iron-clad fleet snugly hidden 
above that point, he will hold the riverine 
cities of the Plate at his mercy, and com- 
pel them with a word to restore any slaves 
who may escape from the cruel discipline of 
Brazil. As for the Confederation, it gains 
nothing from the war, except the satisfac- 
tion of having removed a barrier to the 
progress of its only dangerous enemy. 
However, 1000 Italians a week enter the 
Republic ; and in a few years it may be 
able, with a proclamation of freedom to 
the slaves, to break up the empire of 
Brazil.—Spectator, 


HAYTI. 


Hayti has undergone another revolution. 
Salnave, captured and tried by court mar- 
tial, was shot at Port au Prince on the 10th 
January. He fell at the third shot, but 
was not killed, and a General afterwards 
despatched him. ‘The new President, 
General Nissage Saget, is popular, and 
the Government commanding confidence. 
—The Creole. 








SAN DOMINGO. 


A TREATY for the annexation of San 
Domingo to the United States has been 
negociated. President Baez agreed to 
transfer the Bay of Samana, for 30,0007. ; 
the whole Republic for 300,000/. It is 
questioned whether the American Senate 
will ratify the treaty. 








JAMAICA. 


Sir J. P. Grant, K.C.B., left Jamaica, 
on a visit to England, early in April. He 
entered on his governorship of this island 
in June 1866, after the late tragic crisis. 

When Slavery was abolished, in 1833, 
the slave population of Jamaica numbered 
309,338 ; for these she received 6,161,927/., 
or rather more than 19/. a-head. She has 
now a black a of 346,374 (not- 
withstanding the ravages of cholera) ; 
coloured, 81,074; white, 13,816; total, 
441,264. The present cost of ‘‘ introducing 
coolies ” is 20/. a-head. 

In 1866 the revenue of Jamaica was 
327,3591., the expenditure, 395,597/., de- 
ficiency, 68,2387. For 1869 the revenue 
was 414,826/., the expenditure, 355,930/., 
balance in revenue over expenditure, 
58,896/. For nine years (excepting 1861), 
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‘the expenditure each year exceeded the in- 
come. ‘The public debt at the close of 
1868 was 771,740/. 

The changes which have been wrought 

-in public feeling in the island during Sir 
J. P. Grant’s governorship have been as 

«marked as those of a financial character. 
His use of almost despotic power has been 
that of a clear and strong, a just and im- 
partial, a firm and considerate mind, and, 
‘through the exercise of these qualities, 
confidence, hope, and prosperity have 
revived. 

He found it necessary to impose fresh 
taxes, and from the contidence felt by the 
negroes in the intentions of the governor, 
they cheerfully paid their share. Now he 
has had the pleasure of taking off taxes to 
the extent which circumstances warrant 
(20,000/.) ; debt will be extinguished to the 
extent of 20,950/.; various public works 
will be completed, some of which have 
been kept in abeyance for want of funds ; 
and there will then remain in the puble 
chest a balance of 14,946/. unexpended of 
the surplus of 1868-69, 

The Governor, having consulted the best 
men of all parties and sects, and being 
willing to receive suggestions as well as 
information, seems to have given satisfac- 
tion ina very much greater degree than 
could have been anticipated. ; 

Henceforth the various religious denomi- 
nations (the officials of the late Church 
Establishment receiving their emoluments 
for life) will occupy a similar position 
before the law, and thus a fertile cause 
of bitterness has been wisely and firmly 
dealt with; and while schools are to be im- 
partially helped to the extent of 10,2001— 
being ‘‘ 63 per cent. more than last year, 
and that was 60 per cent. more than in the 
year 1866,"—the establishment of savings’ 
banks at the Government Post-offices will 
inspire confidence, and cherish habits of 
thrift among the people ; and the provision 
of a water supply in those districts so 
severely and so frequently affected by 
drought will be a boon of great value. 

We can scarcely over-estimate the im- 


portance of the Government of Jamaica. 


continuing in the hands of Sir J. P. Grant, 
until the lapse of time shall have worked 
out a system of administration which has 
proved so beneficial, and is so full of 
promise for the future. 

We perceive that while last year 1389 
Coolie immi ts were received, the 
colonial budget provides this year for 1100, 
and new rules are adopted, and are to be 
carried out, for insuring their better treat- 
ment. Although the evils of this iniquitous 
system are likely tobe reduced to a mini- 

mun under a Governor like Sir John Grant, 
armed with full powers, we trust that, 
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under a new era of equity and enlightened 
administration, inducing improved rela- 
tions between employersand the employed, 
all classes will arrive at the conclusion that 
asystem of immigration is a needless in- 
cumbrance on the finances of the island. 

But there remain two reforms which 
especially need adoption. 1. The present 
enormous rate of postage between the 
West Indies and ourselves. While the 
amount paid between Great Britain and 
Australia is sixpence, and between Great 
Britain and America is threepence, that 
between ourselves and the West Indies is 
one shilling, which is a serious hindrance 
to the free and healthy intercourse which 
ought to be encouraged between the 
colonies and the mother country. 

The second reform to which we refer is 
the consolidation of the numerous govern- 
ments of our West-India dependencies into 
one or two centres of administration, which 
would eventually lighten the burdens en- 
tailed by a separate Government and 
administration for each small island. 


JAMAICA 


ON THE ROAD TO A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS 
STATE, 


For many years past the expenditure of the 
Island of Jamaica exceeded the revenue by 
large amounts. At a meeting of the Legis- 
lative Council, held in Spanish Town on the 
last day of the year 1869, His Excellency the 
President in the Chair, the Financial Secre- 
tary (the Hon. E. H. Rushworth) presented the 
budget for 1869-70—a statement so remark- 
able in character, so much in contrast with 
much that is past, and so full of hope for the 
future, that we call special attention to some of 
its most salient features. The general revenues 
of the island (apart from the special revenues 
raised for immigration purposes) amounted, 
from Ist October 1868, to 30th September 
1869, to £414,826, the expenditure to £355,930, 
thus showing a balance in favour of revenue 
over expenditure of £58,896. 

The import duties alone yielded, irrespective 
of additional duties, £28,578 above those of the 
previous year; and above £8000 more than the 
maximum receipts in any one year since 1860. 
The improvement in tonage dues, compared 
with the previous year, is £3450; rum duties, 
over £12,000 ; stamp duties, over £2400 ; direct 
taxes, over £4000; district court fees, £1474; 
and postage, over £1200. 

The general expenditure exceeded that of the 
previous year by £12,252; an excess accounted 
for by.extra disbursements for main parochial 
roads, £6400; extra on public buildings, 
£5000 ; extra for education, £2000 over the like 
expenditure for the previous year. 

The improvement in trade, public confidence, 
and public comfort is shown in the savings’ 
banks. In 1866-67, the deposits were £5119; 
withdrawals, £15,905, In 1867-68, the deposits 


ded 


| were £5778 ; withdrawsls, £6358, In 1868-69 
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the deposits were £14,641 ; withdrawals, £2759. 
In 1865-66 the balances, September 30th, stood 
at, £8360 ; September 30th, 1867, £18,610; 
but there was then a debt outstanding to the 
bank for moneys borrowed to the amount of 
£10,000. On the 30th September 1868 the 
balances were returned at £39,226; and on the 
30th September 1869 at £111,559. 

The estimates for the public service during 
the current financial year are put down: for 
general services, £320,652; particular services, 
£62,499 ; total, £383,151; £31,675 less than the 
entire reccipts of the past year, accounted for 
by anticipated lessened import duties on some 
articles, and through the entire abandonment 
of duties on others. The probable revenue 
from imports has been taken at £175,000. 

The general expenditure has been estimated 
at £323,844; appropriate remainder, £61,589 ; 
total, £385,433, being £29,503 in excess 
of the disbursements of the previous year; 
thus disposed of : £14,000 extra for roads ; 
£13,000 extra for public works and buildings ; 
£4000 increase for educational purposes; ex- 
penditure for rural police, £3000; besides other 
useful appropriations. 

The conversion of island debentures, from 6 
per cent. to 5 per cent., has, with other deduc- 
tions, much facilitated the efforts of Govern- 
ment in providing for these additional services. 

The Financial Secretary proved by details 
that the public servants had done their work 
efficiently, for moderate salaries, 

During the present financial year the total 
sum to be expended on education would be 
£10,200, or 60 per cent. over what it was in 
1866. While the inspectors found evidence of 
improvement in existing schools, and that the 
number of schools is gradually increasing, there 
are many districts in different parts of the 
island whic’: still greatly need the enlightening 
influence of good schools and religious instruc- 
tion, to dispel the gross ignorance and super- 
stition that prevail in those neglected localities. 
The Government therefore has it in contempla- 
tion to offer certain advances of money, or 
opening grants, to respectable and zealous 
managers and teachers of every denomination 
alike, to enable them at once to open proper 
schools, £1250 of the £10,200 above referred 
to, in grants varying from £25 to £50 each, 
would be set apart for these opening grants for 
the establishment of schools in destitute dis- 
tricts. 

By asuitable arrangement of various branches 
of revenue, relief will be afforded to tax-payers 
during the present year, to the extent of about 
£20,000, and in future years to the extent of 
very little short of £40,000 a year. 

Then, as to the surplus revenue of the past 
year, £58,896, the Governor would be able to 
extinguish debt to the extent ef £20,950 on 
island debentures, £15,900 under the 21 Vic., 
cap. 34, arriving at maturity that day, and for 
which, with debentures, £5050, issued under 
the Tramroad Act, no provision was made. 
£13,000 too, for particular services, under island 
loans, ‘would also be defrayed out of the over- 
plus revenue ; as well as certain public works 
which, with the matters already named, would 
enable the Government to relieve the Treasury 





ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 7 


from liabilities to the extent of £33,950. Other 
public works to be undertaken by the Govern- 
ment in the current year, and estimated at 
£22,007, which had been kept in abeyance for 
want of funds in past years, would be executed; 
and it has been estimated to allow to the aid of. 
the revenue of 1869-70 the sum of £10,000 from 
the surplus revenue of 1868-69. With these 
several appropriations, amounting to £43,950, 
there will yet remain in the public chest a 
balance of £14,946 unexpended of the surplus 
of 1868-69, 

Further, the receipts of the first month of 
the present financial year have exceeded the 
receipts of the two corresponding months in 
1868-69 £14,155, notwithstanding those receipts 
in 1868 were largely in excess of the average of 
the same months in the previous five years. 

The revenue for immigration purposes deriv- 
able from export duties, and the capitation tax, 
has for the present year been estimated at 
£18,583: the expenditure £32,079, under the 


head of services exclusive of establishments, 


embraces the charge of £22,000 for 1100 immi- 
grants, whose cost of introduction has been 
reckoned at £20 per head. The difference be- 
tween the revenue and the expenditure, under 
this head, £20,278, will have to be defrayed, 
first, from the moneys standing with the Trea- 
surer to the credit of the fund, viz. £5897 ; and 
the balance, whatever may be the exact amount 
required, will have to be raised under the 
power given by the 22 Vic., cap. 3—“ An Act 
for raising funds to defray the expenses atten- 
dant on the introduction of immigrants into 
the island.” 

In the past year there were imported from 
Caleutta 1389 immigrants—935 males, 394 
females, and 60 infants. : 





At a Meeting of the Legislative Council on 
Friday, the 28th January, His Excellency the 
President in the Chair, 

The Financial Secretary moved that the 
Council resolve itself into a Committee of the 
whole Council on the Estimates, and the ways 
and means of the financial year 1869-70. 

The Hon. L. F. MacKmnnon (one of the non- 
official members) said:—I think, your Ex- 
cellency, that those who sit here on behalf of 
the country are bound to acknowledge with 
much thankfulness the great success of the 
Government in its finance. For tho first time 
in our lives we see a handsome surplus; for 
the first time we see a debt, which has been 
constantly accumulating, and. which threatened 
at last to overwhelm us, not only checked, but 
largely taken back. It is a matter of the 
utmost importance to the country, a matter for 
which every proprietor and every peasant in 
it, ought to be thankful. The government 
has been largely helped by the good prices 
of produce, the immense traffic that sprang up 
in logwood, and by the large number of 
visitors from Ouba and Haiti. The govern- 
ment has been very lucky, but it is im- 
possible to deny that it has been well helped 
by the vigilance with which the taxation has 
been collected, by the firm hand which has 
been held over the tax-collectors, and by 4 
severe economy. A large amount of new 
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taxation has been laid on; that was inevitable. 
But we who are here, and are somewhat 
behind the scenes, know how anxious the 
government has been that it should be 
equitably laid upon all classes. And there- 
fore it is that it has been so cheerfully borne, 
and a large revenue for a small country like 
this has been collected from contented, and, 
upon the whole, from a thriving people. The 
Hon. Financial Secretary may well be proud of 
the position, but he has worked hard and 
thoughtfully for it, and deserves his success. 
And now, as the result of it all, your Excellency 
makes us a large remission of taxation, far 
beyond our most sanguine expectations. And as 
your Excellency shared the increased taxation 
equitably among us, so have you shared the 
remission. I have to thank you on behalf of the 
sugar planters and penkeepers for what falls to 
their share, and the concession will be very 
acceptable to many poor families throughout the 
country, who make a hard living by keeping 
small herds of cattle, and on their behalf, in 
particular, I heartily thank you. I am glad 
to see the progress in schools. I have read 
the Inspector’s reports, and they very well 
describe a very good system. The old 
government gave £2000 a year for schools, 
Your Excellency gives £4000, which you 
promise to increase to £10,000. Two years 
ago, there were 31,000 children at school. I 
think the Government should not be satisfied 
with less than 60,000, that is 12 per cent, on 
our population. And now that your Excel- 
lency has got plenty of money, and can get as 
much more as you want at 5 per cent., I 
wish to ask your Excellency to do something 
for agriculture—to pass a law in this country 
founded upon the principle of the Lands Act 
passed by the Imperial Parliament with 
respect to Ireland. To assist legitimate com- 
merce, we have that great institution the 
Colonial Bank, and it will even give aid in 
growing and in reaping crops; but for per- 
manent improvements, no assistance can be 
anywhere got. Yet, nowhere is it more 
required. From the great drought to which 
we are subject, men’s minds, on the south side 
of the island, are now very much turned to 
irrigation. And probably nothing could pay 
better in many of the lowland districts in 
Jamaica than a good system of irrigation. It 
would, at any rate, avert the tremendous losses 
from which we now suffer, and which tell 
so heavily in Vere. In that district, in which 
I take a deep interest, the profits of the sugar 
estates in an average year are probably not 
less than £30,000. This year not only will 
all profit be lost, but a capital of from £30,000 
to £40,000 of hard cash will be sunk to sustain 
the cultivation. Now almost all of this loss 
might, I believe, have been averted by 
irrigation. For about twenty miles of the 
country from Vere, a considerable river sinks, 
which rises again in Vere, in the shape of 
large ponds in the river bed, these scooped out 
to a great size by floods. These ponds dis- 
charge themselves gently to the sea, and from 
them, I believe, water could be got to irrigate 
a large portion of the most fertile part of the 
parish. And there are proprietors anxious to 
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do it, if the capital can be got. Now, as to 
the value of irrigation. I hold in my hand 
what I suppose is the best authority in the 
world—that is, reports from the civil engineers 
who superintended the great irrigation works 
in India and in Spain, addressed to their 
parent institution, that of the civil engineers 
in London. These reports are written en- 
tirely for the information of the members: 
they are not to be purchased. This one was 
procured at the institution. From these 
reports I find that in fourteen districts of 
Madras, four millions of acres are irrigated. 
Before irrigation the land was worth 12s, an 
acre, and after irrigation the land was worth 
40s. an acre—increasing more than three fold. 
All that I ask is, that it will give the pro- 
prietors a Land Improvement Act, and aid 
them with money in working it. For if the 
Government give the Bill I hope it will be 
largely used. An estate may irrigate although 
it has not access to a river: a real good well 
will do it. I have it from an excellent 
engineer who has seen irrigation in India, that, 
with a good well or pump, and engine and tank 
to hold 100,000 gallons, 100 acres may be 
successfully irrigated. And I hope the day is 
not far distant when every estate on the south 
side will have some means of irrigation. I 
sincerely hope that your Excellency may 
think forcibly of what I have said. If your 
Excellency could be persuaded to take the mat- 
ter in hand, and bring to it the same wisdom 
and care that you have brought to the restora- 
tion of our finances, I am thoroughly con- 
vinced that a great success could be made of it. 

The Financial Secretary said that the ac- 
knowledgments of the hon. gentleman were 
extremely satisfactory. Nay more, he would say 
that this acknowledgement at the board this day 
will convince those beyond these walls of the 
force of them. When such a statement as has 
been made here to-day—made here by one 
whose voice at this board, who in every finan- 
cial statement, whether of a thriving nature or 
not—by one who scrutinizingly dealt with every 
financial statement, and frequently censured it 
—he felt happy indeed. He was glad to know 
that all admitted here that the country was on 
the road to a happy and prosperous state. He 
was glad that it is felt that when additional 
taxes were laid some three years ago, they were 
laid equitably and equally upon all classes of 
the State, and that the remissions are on the 
same scale. He agreed with the hon. gentle- 
man that the Government was very lucky —that 
sugar was very high—that there had been a 
large influx of strangers into the chief city of 
the island. But he must say the improvement 
in the condition of the country was not evi- 
denced by Kingston alone. Every branch of 
the revenue throughout the country had im- 
proved. If the imports in Kingston be pointed 
at, he could say they were the same in other 
parts throughout the island; and surely the 
influx of strangers alluded to could not have 
the same effect in other outports. (Here the 
hon. gentleman read a comparative statement 
illustrating his argument). But another mark 
of the general welfare was to be seen in these 
results—the savings banks. (Here the hon, 
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gentleman read a tabular statement of the 
balance to the account of savings’ banks on 
the Ist October from 1860 to 1869.) He 
would only make a few remarks further. He 
thought the scheme, or plan, which his hon, 
friend had submitted was one entitled to grave 
and earnest consideration. He quite 

with him, that if a measure could be brought 
in with the view that Government should lend 
or guarantee payment, a system of improve- 
ment of parishes could be inaugurated. One 
great want to which such fund may be devoted 
would be tramroads. In one island, the island 
of Trinidad, operations were carried on almost 
all entirely by tramroads. (The hon. gentle- 
man explained the nature of the loan and 
repayment in Trinidad). He did not see why 
the system could not be introduced here. He 
would say, that as proprietors are willing to 
pledge their lands for works of the kind, there 
could not be great difficulty. But when he said 
works of this kind—they must be of a perma- 
nent character. If any estate desires to carry 
out any works for the purposes of enriching 
the soil, or for cultivation or improvement in 
manufacture, he would say, it would not be the 
duty of government to assist it. It was the 
business of a bank or of private individual 
effort. He hoped by the measure which he 
would soon introduce, namely, a measure for the 
institution of Government Savings’ Banks, to 
be able to have funds at the disposal of the 
government for works of the nature spoken of 
by his honourable friend. He did not think there 
was a better or more legitimate object than to 
use such moneys placed in the custody of the 
government, for the permanent improvement 
of the land of the country. He thought such 
means could be used largely for carrying out 
the scheme proposed. 

The President felt obliged to his honourable 
friend for his speech made to-day. Not alone 
must it be gratifying to those here sitting round 
this table, but to all in the colony. He must 
certainly say, that whether in criticism or 
otherwise, of the acts of the Government, the 
observations at all times of his hon, friend 
were received with regard and consideration. 
Perhaps enough had been said of the financial 
and other improvements of the island. But 
now as to the remission of taxes. He thought 
there was no greater difficulty for a financial 
officer than to remit taxes. It was, so to say, easy 
enough to raise taxes, but to take off taxes 
was not so easy. His Excellency then 
went into every item of taxation which it 
was proposed to remit, and showed the reason 
for the government deciding to abolish 
them. His Excellency then dwelt upon 
the scheme proposed by hon. Mr. McKin- 
non, advocating it, and illustrating his argu- 
ments with his experience in India, as to the 
working of the government guaranteed loans 
and other funds for irrigation, &e. His Excel- 
lency wound up by saying that he felt a keen 
and silent sorrow when he beheld the Cobre 
River wasting—he would not say its waters— 
but its gold into the sea every hour, when it 
could be utilized for what he thought Provi- 
dence really intended it fore-the sustentation 
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and revivification of the soil, to yield back in 
greater riches what it had received. 

The Honourable Board then resolved itself into 
Committee of the whole Council on the Esti- 
mates. The President in the chair. Votes 
were then taken for an expenditure in accord- 
ance with the estimates, and the President 
resuming the chair in Council, he reported 
accordingly. 








DEMERARA. 


DeaTHs ON Boarp Coo.ie Suips.—The 
rate of mortality on board these ships has 
been very high ; frightfully so in the case 
of the Shand, which arrived on the 5th of 
January. She left Calcutta with 458 im- 
migrants, viz. 199 men, 136 women, 43 
boys, 36 girls, and 44 infants. After a 
passage of 120 days, she arrived here on 
the 5th January, having lost no fewer than 
97 of the people on the passage, and 
another dying after arrival in the river. 
The people who arrived were for the most 
part in a very weakly condition, and some 
fifty of them had to be sent off at once to 
the Colonial Hospital. It is stated that a 
great many of them went on board the 
ship at Calcutta in asickly state, unknown 
to the medical officer, who joined the ship 
at the last moment.—The Creole. 

A Perrtment Qvuestion.—A circumstance 
has just occurred which excites much comment 
with respect to the present mode of defraying 
the expenses of Immigration. The Colonial 
Company, having occasion for a gang of shovel- 
men to be employed on some of their estates in 
Trinidad, issued a week or two ago an advertise- 
ment offering to employ about eighty such 
labourers, to leave in the French steamer on the 
8rd instant. Before the appointed time they 
had the required number, and we understand 
they had to rejeet some of the applicants. The 
party left in the French steamer on the 3rd, 
all strong, able-bodied labourers, some of them, 
as we understand, owning small properties here 
or at Barbados. The question asked is,—If 
labourers can be got by individual planters to 


leave the colony to work elsewhere, why — 


the tax-payers at large be required any, longér 
to contribute towards the expense of, bringing 
labourers to the colony? The question is a 
very pertinent one—one that should be addressed 
to the Government, both local and Imperial, 
and to the members of the Combined Court at 
their next meeting. The planters have been 
assisted long enough from the general funds to 
import labour, and they can no longer plead 
inability to help themselves. Their properties 
are yielding them immense returns, and the 
great bulk of those returns is utterly useless to 
the colony, for it goes into the pockets of absen- 
tees, who spend it in Europe, and contribute 
nothing to the general taxation of the country. 
It is time that this incubus should be removed, 
and that the proprietors of estates who believe 
that they still want labour, and prefer to go to 
the far East for it, should be eo gy to pay 
the whole expense themselves.—Jbid. — 


il 
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. -CBINAMEN AND Hinpeos In DEMERARA.— 
Some dissatisfaction exists amongst the mem- 
bers of the bar on account of the frequency 
with which they are now being called upon to 
give thoir services gratuitously for the defence 

_ of prisoners indicted for capital offences. In 
almost every case the prisoner is an indentured 
immigrant, Chinaman or Hindoo. There were 
six such cases at the session in Demerara, and 
some four or five in Essequibo. It is desirable 

‘-that ‘people accused of such grave offences 
should have legal assistance, so that all the 
circumstances of the case should be laid before 
‘the Court ; but it is not fair to the profession 
‘to tax them with the performance of such a 
duty, without any remuneration whatever. 
The Government ought to make provision for 
‘this object.— Creole. 





BERBICE. 
WHO OUGHT TO PAY FOR THE IMPORTATION 
OF IMMIGRANTS ? 
Tur Gazette does not approve of the pro- 
position to throw the whole cost of import- 
ing immigrant labour upon the planters for 
whose immediate benefit it is mtroduced. 

The planters, according to our contem- 
porary, are not yet in a position to pay in 
full for the importation of immigrants. 
WHEN WILL THEY BE IN SUCH A POSITION ? 
Are we to wait for an indefinite time be- 
fore we get this act of simple justice done ? 

The planting interest now stands forth 
flourishing and prosperous. And is the 
fostering which it required, and which it 
properly received when it was tottering 
‘under distress, to be continued now in its 
‘days of strength and prosperity? We say 
that the time has come when, in common 
justice, the general taxpayers ought to be 
relieved from the burden of paying one- 
third of the cost of immigration. 

With such a state of things, and with 
sugar bringing prices that enable estates 
‘to clear 50,000 dols.! 70,000 dols.! 90,000 
dols.!! and even 100,000 dols.!!! a year, 
weask, is it not time that the planters 
‘should be made to pay for the supplies of 
labour which they may in future introduce? 
The taxation on the food of the people 
ought to be reduced, and the twelve or 
fourteen hundred thousand dollars saved 
on immigration would go a great way to- 
wards such a conswnmation.—The Creole, 











BRITISH GUIANA. 


His Honour Josern Beaumont.—The friends 
and admirers in this colony, of the unpurchas- 
able Joseph Beaumont, late Chief Justice of 
British Guiana, will rejoice to learn of his re- 
covery from severe illness. That the severity 
of his affliction was intensified by the cogita- 
tions of a too sensitive mind upon undeserved 
maltreatment in high and responsible offiee, in 
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requital for his unflinching integrity, none, in 
any degree acquainted with his Honour’s 
appreciative feeling of what ‘s just and honour- 
able, can doubt. That his health is restored, 
(as we learn from the Creole’s informant,) so 
that he had ‘for the last three weeks been very 
busy sitting as acting (deputy) Judge in the 
Marylebone County Court,” affords a cheerful 
hope that his known integrity and talents will 
soon secure for him both place and position, as 
honourable to the powers by whom these may 
be conferred, as deserving and compensatory to 
Mr. Beaumont. However this inay be, an 
honourable and upright mind, values a good 
conscience at an infinitely higher estimate than 
place, position, or even knighthood, minus 
character.— Weekly Penny, (Demerara). 





QUEENSLAND. 

THE CULTIVATION OF SUGAR, 

THe increase in the demand for coast 
lands for sugar-growing has been very 
great, on account of its having been found 
that the soil and climate are excellently 
adapted for the growth of the sugar-cane, 
and the crop is a very profitable one.— 
Brisbane Courier. 

POLYNESIANS.—From the annual report 
of the Queensland Acclimatization Society 
we learn that the Polynesians employed at 
the park having expressed a strong desire 
to take advantage of a vessel sailing’ shortly 
to return to their homes, and a very large 
amount of labour having been accumulated 
(so to speak) during the past year by their 
exertions, the Council thought it best to 
accede to their wishes, the more so as the 
Council is thus enabled to economize the 
finances of the Society. 





FIJI. 


THE Melbourne Argus reports a horrible 
massacre at Fiji. A Mr. Lattin, who, it is 
said, was formerly a storekeeper in Mel- 
bourne, had shipped about 280 natives on 
board the French barque Morea. Their 
ultimate destination was, it is believed, 
Queensland; but it seems that the 
islanders rose en masse, and mercilessly 
killed every white man on board, with the 
exception of the mate. They then jumped 
overboard, with the intention of swimming 
on shore, but only about thirty reached 
the land, 253 having, it is supposed, been 
drowned. 








ZANZIBAR. 
RAVAGES OF CHOLERA AT ZANZIBAR AND ON 
THE AFRICAN COAST. 
Zanzibar, Feb. 7th, 1870. 
THERE died here in this town alone up- 
wards of 10,000 in one month and a half, 
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and 30,000 in the whole island: now it 
rages up and down the coast. At Quiloa, 
by the last accounts, there were 200 deaths 
a day among the slaves. When offered at 
one dollar a head they found no purchasers, 


so very worthless had slave property be- 


come from the disease.—Dr. Kirk to Mev. 


- Horace Waller. 





PREJUDICE AGAINST CoLour.—The Tennessee 
Constitutional Convention have decided that 
the white and black children of the State shall 
have separate schools, and tutors of different 
shades of colour. 


A Cotourrep Justice.—J. J. Wright, colour- 
ed, was yesterday, February 11, chosen a 
Justice of the Supreme Court of South Caro- 
lina by her Legislature, receiving the solid 
Democratic vote. The Democrats are aware 
that they have considerable leeway to make up 
in the race for the negro vote; and they are 
not disposed to waste any more time.—New- 
York Tribune. 

A Necro Parr.—a<A Bahia paper notices the 
death of a Brazilian-born negro, named Jose 
Ximbe, in the town of Santa Amaro, at the age 
of 150 years. Up to the time of his death he 
preserved all his senses, and the use of his 
mental faculties. He remembered the arrival, 
from the coast of Africa, of a negro who died 
some time since at the age of 130; at which 
time he himself was a master carter.—Anglo- 
Brazilian Times. 

THe Rev. R. Morrat. — This venerable 
missionary, with his family, intends, we hear, 
to leave Kuruman for England early in the new 
year (probably this month). He is now retiring 
from mission work, after more than fifty years’ 
service. ‘The Rev. W. Ashton, of Likhatlong, 


was likewise about to leave for England, after 


twenty-seven years of active work in the mis- 
sion field, his Directors in London having 
invited him home on a visit. He (Mr. Ashton) 
hopes to return to South Africa in at most two 
years from the present.—Friend of the Free 
States, January 20. 

A Marrer or Race Neatty Por. — Mr. 
Mosely is a Senator from Virginia, and Mr. 
Mosely is, in part, of African descent, as he is, 
in part, of White descent, Anglo-Saxon or 
otherwise, as the case may be. Recently, Mr. 
Mosely had occasion to inform his brother 
“Senators “that he had some of the best 
** White blood of Virginia coursing in his 
“veins.” ‘ I represent both races,” said 
“Mr. “Mosely, for I am Anglo-Saxon and 
** Anglo-African, and I desire to do justice to 
“my kin on both sides.” We do not know 
when we have seen this matter of race more 
neatly put. If the doctrines of the pro- 
Slavery ethnologists are freely admitted Mr. 
Mosely’s claim to position and a hearing is 
merely strengthened. The White moiety of 
him imperiously demands respect, and against 
this. demand the Black half cannot, upon any 
pencil of logic, be pleaded in set-off.—New- 

ork Tribune. 
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MR. L. A CHAMEROVZOW. 

AT a general meeting of the Committee 
of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, held at their offices, No. 27, 
New Broad Street, London, on Friday, 
March 4th, 1870, Mr. William Brewin 
in the chair, the following resolution 
was unanimously adopted: 

The Committee desires to place on record its 
sense of the zeal and ability with which Mr. L. 
A. Chamerovzow, lately Secretary of the Society, 
has served the Anti-Slavery cause for a period 
of about eighteen years, during which time he 
has taken the deepest interest in the abolition 
both of the Slave-trade and Slavery. 

He has rendered the most essential service to 
the cause, especially by his persevering labours 
in some parts of the continent of Europe, where 
his abilities as a linguist, and his thorough know- 
ledge of the position of the question in almost 
every part of the world, have been zealously 
devoted to the promotion of the abolition of 
Slavery everywhere. 

In separating from their esteemed Secretary 
the Committee would express their warm desire 
for his future happiness and security. 


We may add, that a number of warm 
friends of the Society have contributed 
to raise a testimonial, exceeding 6001, 
for the benefit of the late Secretary. 


In connexion with the present arrange- 
ment of the business of the office, the 
Committee of the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society contemplate availing 
themselves largely of the personal services 
of some of its members, and thereby hope 
to sustain, and if possible to increase its 
efficiency in those cases where its special 
action is demanded. 


THE LATE MR. GEORGE THOMAS 
OF BRISTOL. 


Few men passed away during the year 
gone by who were equally valued with 
the modest and munificent Christian 
citizen and philanthropist whose name 
is mentioned at the head of this brief 
article. He ‘fell asleep” at Brislington, 
near Bristol, on the 7th of December 
last, in his 79th year. 

His death was felt to be quite a publie 
loss; and his funeral was, it is believed, 
more largely attended by persons of all 
ranks in society, all denominations in 
religion, and all parties in politics, than 
any which has taken place in the Friends’ 
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burial-ground in Bristol, since that of the 
excellent Richard Reynolds—more than 
half a century ago. 

One of the local journals observed, in 
reference to the funeral solemnities: 
‘‘ The distinctions -of Whig and Tory 
were buried, the petty animosities of party 
forgotten, and at the last solemn scene 
many who were most opposed to him in 
politics remembered only his singleness 
of aim, his bounteous hand, and his earnest 
Christian life. The funeral was a public 
homage to private worth; rich and poor, 
men fresh in the vigour of youth, and 
men feeble in the decay of age, crowded 
together—not to see unadorned mourning 
coaches pass by, but to add their meed of 
respect for him whose body is now in the 
grave, but the lessons of whose life will 
live for many a year.” 

Addresses were delivered at the grave 
by Mr. Thomas Gregory, Mr. Robert 
Charleton, and Mr Samuel Bowly. 

_Mr. Thomas suitably closed a life of 
singular Christian consistency, love and 
beneficence, by bequeathing the follow- 
ing legacies :—Bristol Royal Infirmary, 
Bristol General Hospital, Bristol Total 
Abstinence Society, and British and 
Foreign Bible Society, 20001 each ; 
Bristol Guardian House, Bristol Refuge, 
and Bristol Strangers’ Friend Society, 
9007 each; and 15001 to be divided in 
certain proportions among the schools 
carried on by the Society of Friends in 
Bristol. 

Mr. Thomas was ever the friend of the 
Negro, and by many survivors, who with 
him wrought and gave, who prayed and 
hoped, for the emancipation and elevation 
of the African in every land, our de- 
parted friend’s gentle courage, wise advice, 
words of comfort, and generous acts are 
remembered with deep thankfulness to 
God, and deep and tender love for the 
departed. 

At a General Committee Meeting of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 
held at 97 New Broad Street, February 


4th, 1870, Mr. Thomas Harvey, of Leeds, 
in the chair, the following minute was 
unanimously passed, and Mr, Joseph 
Cooper was desired to transmit copies of 
the same, signed by the officers of the 
Society, to the relatives of the deceased; 


‘“‘This Committee records, with deep regret, 
the decease of their late esteemed friend, 
George Thomas, of Bristol, one of the oldest 
and most liberal supporters of the Anti-Slavery 
Society.” 

“They take the present opportunity to ac- 
knowledge the kindness and courtesy of ‘the 
Executors, in having paid 100/., on account of 
a proposed contribution by the late George 
Thomas, which was not quite due at the time 
of his decease.” 
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THE LATE DUKE DE BROGLIE. 


Ear.y this year—on January 25th—the 
venerable, eminent, and virtuous Duke de 
Broglie died at his hotel, in the Rue 
Solferino, Paris, full of years and honours. 
Among his claims to a more than sena- 
torial or national distinction, was, that he 
was the foe of tyranny in every form; 
and was, for a long series of years, an 
intimate ally and co-worker with the 
illustrious men who, under God, worked 
the downfall of the African Slave-trade 
and Slavery. 

At the same Committee meeting which 
passed a minute of condolence with the 
friends of the late Mr. George Thomas, 
the following resolution was unanimously 
recorded in relation to the late Duke de 
Broglie, and was transmited to the Prince 
de Broglie, at the request of the 
Committee in the name of the Society, by 
Mr. Joseph Cooper, who subsequently 
received from the Prince a letter of 
acknowledgment, a translation of which 
we give at the foot of the resolution :— 


‘The Committee of the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society desire to place on record 
their sense of the distinguished services ren- ° 
dered to the cause of humanity by the late 
venerable Duke de Broglie, whose devotion to 
the abolition of the Slave-trade and Slavery 
throughout the world was alike developed in 
public and private life. 

The Committee recall with pleasure the fact, 
that while the late Duke held the portfolio of 
Foreign Affairs in 1833, one of his principa) 
acts was the arrangement which he made with 
Great Britain for the suppression of the slave- 
trade. 

‘“‘ More than thirty years afterwards the late 
Duke was elected Honorary President of the 
International Anti-Slavery Society, held in 
Paris, in the year 1867; from which body 
emanated earnest appeals, for the immediate 
abolition of Slavery, to the Sovereigns in the 
various parts of the world where Slavery con- 
tinues to exist: to the Emperor of Brazil, the 
King of Portugal, to Spain, Turkey, Egypt, 
Persia, Madagascar, Zanzibar, and the Trans- 
vaal Republic, 

“The Committee also beg to offer to the Prince 
(le Broglie and the other members of the family 
their sincere and respectful condolence in the 
great loss they have suspaingd by the decease of 
their beloved and honoured relative,” 


Reply of the Prince de Broglie :— 


‘‘ MONSIEUR, 

“T have received the letter with which you 
have been good enough to transmit to me the 
touching testimony of regret and esteem with 
which the Society for the Abolition of Slavery 
has been pleased to honour the memory of my 
late father. 

“T beg you will have the goodness to present 
to the members of the Society the acknowledg- 
ment of my family and my own for this mark 
of their sympathy. 
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“We shall always reckon among the titles 
which do credit to our name, and honour to the 
memory of my father, the persevering devoted- 
ness with which he served the cause of Aboli- 
tion. 

“No one more rejoiced than he did in the 
success already gained in the cause; and I 
have more than once heard him say that he 
was happy to dic, after having seen the sup- 
pression of Slavery in the United States, and of 
serfdom in Russia. 

“ Accept, Sir, the assurance of my distin- 
guished consideration. 

“ BROGLIE, 
“ Paris, 24 February, 1870. 

“‘ Joseph Cooper, Esq.” 


ESTABLISHED CHURCH IN 
JAMAICA. 


A LETTER having been read to the 
Committee, February 4th, 1870, from 
the Rev. J. M. Phillippo, giving some 
interesting information respecting the 
course pursued by the Governor, Sir J. 
P. Grant, in reference to the Established 
Church in the Island of Jamaica, 

It was resolved unanimously :—‘‘ That 
this Committee, having learnt that the 
Government has announced in the legis- 
lative Council of the island, that, sub- 
ject to the life interests of those con- 
cerned, all endowments for purely 
religious purposes will henceforth cease 
to be made: it is the earnest desire of 
this Committee that this measure may 
have the effect of uniting all parties in 
the island in increased efforts for the 
elevation and instruction of the people.” 


THE 


EMIGRATION. 


EXTRACT FROM A LETTER OF 
W. WEMYSS ANDERSON, 


‘‘ Jamaica, December, 1869. 


‘‘ WouLp that some Friend farmers would 
settle amongst our people, and identify 
themselves with their daily life. It is 
a ministry of that sort that is to move the 
mass of barbarism and immorality we 
so greatly deplore. The Moravian or 
Friend is the model I should like to see 
here. A scheme of emigration is spoken 
of as being moved in England. Unless 
the emigrants are people accustomed to 
work, I should fear the result, for there 
is no country where a defective character, 
if idle, will succumb so rapidly as in this. 

‘Tf emigrants had individuals to gua- 
rantee the interest on loans wanted for their 
outfit and establishment, it would be an 
important step in advance. Many would 
guarantee interest who could not afford 
to guarantee the principal for those 
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intending emigrants in whom they might 
feelinterested. ‘This I think would be the 
best form in which aid to emigrants could 
be given. ‘The lives, too, might be insured, 
and the premiums guaranteed as well as 
the interest on the loan. I shall be glad 
if you mention this view of emigration to 
any Friends.” 


ZANZIBAR AND THE EAST-COAST 
SLAVE-TRADE. 


Our readers may recollect that in July 
last a memorial was forwarded to Earl 
Clarendon, respectfully urging that efforts 
should be made to obtain a revision of our 
treaty with the Sultan of Zanzibar, with a 
view to the total suppression of the slave- 
trade within his dominions, and that the 
reply from the Foreign Office contained 
the assurance that the matter was under . 
the serious attention of Her Majesty’s 
Government. 

Early in the present session, Mr. 
Gilpin put a question in the House of 
Commons to the Government on the 
subject, when it was stated that the papers 
connected with the matter would shortly 
be produced. 

So far as we are aware, no further 
information has been given to the public, 
and we confess to feelings of disappoint- 
ment at being so long kept in the dark 
upon a subject of such vital importance. 

In looking back to the treaty with the 
Imaum of Muscat in 1822, and to some of 
the provisions of subsequent conventions, 
the obligations of which are all acknow- 
ledged as binding both on the present 
Imaum of Muscat and the Sultan of 
Zanzibar, we see very much to deplore. 

To attempt to put down the Slave- 
trade, and at the same time to enter into 
conventions sanctioning the trade within 
certain limits, and at certain periods of 
of the year, must at least be admitted to 
be a most inconsistent course. 

No such treaty engagements under 
which the slave-trade may be said to be 
sanctioned by the British Government 
have ever been made with any other 
powers. ‘The two potentates are generally 
considered to be very much subject to the 
control of the British Government, whose 
course with them in reference to the 
slave-trade is looked upon by the 
continental nations as discreditable in the 
extreme. We do not doubt the intentions 
of our Government, but what is wanted is 
an agreement for the entire discontinuance 
of the Slave-trade. 

Nothing short of this will be effectual: 
we shall rejoice to find such an agreement 
has been made. 


14 “ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER. 


‘CRIMINALITY OF BRITISH SUB- 
JECTS HOLDING SLAVES. 


It is more than thirty-six years since 
Great Britain emancipated the slaves in 
her West-India colonies. Down to the 
resent day she has persistently striven to 
induce other nations to follow her example. 
We believe our national sentiment and 
conscience are still sound in relation to 
this inhuman, this anti-Christian thing. 
But there are companies and individuals at 
home and abroad who are slaveholders, 
and directly or indirectly implicated in 
slave-trading, who sacrifice right at the 
shrine of mammon. 


These persons have no colourable excuse 
for their misconduct ; and it seems daily to 
become more and more imperative that 
they should be called to account for it. 


The Coolie, Caffre, and Polynesian Slave 
Trades are stealthily, and under other 
names, making inroads on public credulity 
and confidence ; and in all these, as well 
as with Negro Slavery in some parts of 
South America, and elsewhere, fellow-sub- 
jects of ours are implicated. Indeed, in 
addition to facts furnished in Blue Books, in 
relation to several features of the modern 
slave-trade, we have private reliable evi- 
‘dence that a number of our countrymen 
have exposed themselves to criminal pro- 
ceedings for the violation of British laws 


against slaveholding by British sub- 
jects. 
This is a topic which we _ intend 


speedily to resume; meanwhile we would 
call special attention to the following cir- 
cular letter, the scope of which is so com- 
prehensive, and the terms of which are so 
clear and emphatic, that no Briton holding 
slaves can mistake either his guilt or his 
liability before the law :— 


Extract from Slave-Trade Papers—1856— 
Class B. 


“No. 160. 


‘¢ Circular to Her Majesty’s Consuls in 
Brazil. 


‘+ Foreign Office, Jan. 19, 1856. 


‘« Smm—A case having occurred in ‘which 
one of Her Majesty's Consuls in Brazil, 
actuated, I believe, by motives of benevo- 
lence, undertook to purchase and to assume 
the guardianship of three young slaves, I 
have to state to you that sucha proceeding 
on the part of any British subject is con- 
trary to the laws of England, and espe- 
ally to the Statute 6 and 7 Vic. cap. 98, 
which absolutely forbids British subjects to own 
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or hold slaves under any circumstances, and 
renders their so doing criminal, without regard 
to their motives or intentions, or even to the 
ultimate advantage which might accrue 
therefrom to such slaves. 
‘Tam, &e. 
(Signed) ‘* CLARENDON.” 


THE COOLIE TRADE FROM HONG 
KONG TO PERU, SURINAM, THE 
HAVANA, &c. 


(MEMORIAL TO EARL GRANVILLE.) 


“To the Right Honourable the Earl 
Granville, Her Majesty's Secretary 
for the Colonies— 

“My Lorp,—We, the undersigned, on 
behalf of the Association for the promotion 
of Social Science, of the Committee of the 
Aborigines’ Protection Society, and that 
of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, beg respectfully to submit to 
your Lordship certain facts connected 
with the traffic in Coolies from Hong 
Kong to Peru, to Surinam, to the Habana, 
and to other foreign ports, which appear 
to us to require the immediate interference 
of Her Majesty's Government. 

‘It is probably known to your Lord- 
ship that for many years considerable 
numbers of Chinese labourers, called 
Coolies, were annually exported from 
various parts of China, under contract to 
work for a term of four years in the Chin- 
cha or Guano Islands, in Peru, and also in 
Cuba and elsewhere. It is notorious, and 
the fact is established upon incontrover- 
tible evidence in the possession of Her 
Majesty’s Government in Downing Street, 
or at Hong Kong, and portions of which 
have been laid before Parliament, that 
these so-called immigrants were either kid- 
napped, or deluded into signing contracts, 
framed expressly to deceive them, and of 
the real nature of which they were 
utterly ignorant. The mortality on board 
during the passage to their destination, 
and after their arrival there, was frightful ; 
and the survivors were subject to the 
most brutal treatment at the hands of 
their masters. Large numbers perished 
through insurrections on the voyages, 
which were not unfrequently fatal to the 
slaves themselves; and suicides, both on 
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board and after landing, caused by the 
cruel treatment of the Coolies, were of 
common occurrence. Slave-trading and 
kidnapping were always illegal by Chinese 
law; and the indignation occasioned in 
Portugal at the revelation of the atrocities 
committed in the Peruvian trade, has 
within the last three years caused that 
branch of it at least to be prohibited in 
Macao. We are ashamed to say that it 
has therefore been transferred to Hong 
Kong. 

‘‘Tt will also be known to your Lord- 
ship, that in order to promote voluntary 
emigration to British Colonies, and to 
protect the emigrants, an Act was 
passed in 1855, entitled ‘‘The Chinese 
Passengers’ Act,” which, subsequently 
modified by local ordinance, is now law 
in the colony of Hong Kong. 

‘‘Your memorialists believe that the 
regulations under which emigrants are 
allowed to engage themselves in Hong 
Kong, for service in the British Colonies, 
are, on the whole, tolerably efficient, and, 
render compulsory or fraudulent contracts 
almost impossible. Moreover, the emi- 
grants, once arrived at their destination, 
are protected by British colonial law, 
and are at full liberty to return, if they 
please, to their native country, when their 
contract term of service has expired. 

‘¢ Your memorialists, however, submit 
that the case is totally altered with 
respect to the Chinese emigrants, con- 
veyed in foreign bottoms, or under a 
foreign flag, under contracts to labour in 
Peru, or in other foreign ports. 

‘‘Tn the first place—Your memorialists 
have reason to believe that at this very 
time a system of the gravest deception 
and fraud is practised upon the Chinese 
Coolies who leave Hong Kong for Peru, 
or Cuba, or for Surinam, or elsewhere ; 
and that the majority are kidnapped or 
otherwise violently or surreptitiously 
entrapped. 

‘‘Secondly—There is no protection for 
them when they are on the voyage, nor 
after arrival at their destination. In 
Cuba they are sold in the public market- 
place as labourers, and according to the 
contracts, labourers perpetually assignate 
during their terms; and are treated on 
the estates worse than slaves. In Peru, 
they die by thousands of brutal treatment, 
and of diseases engendered by the pesti- 
lential nature of their occupation as 
guano-diggers. In Cuba, the mortality 
from the miasmata of the copper mines is 
equally great. 

‘Tt appears to your memorialists, that, 
in permitting foreign vessels laden with 
Coolies to clear out under such circum- 
stances from a British port, is ‘to impli- 
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cate the British authorities, consequently 
Her Majesty’s Government, in a species of 
traffic which, in its incidence and results, 
is nothing but a new kind of slave-trade, 
and renders the said Government culpably 
privy to the enslavement of the unfor- 
tunate victims who are thus deluded or 
forced away from their homes. 

‘* Your memorialists submit that this 
so-called emigration, but really Coolie- 
trade, is contrary to British law, and 
having been prohibited by the Chinese 
authorities from ports within their juris- 
diction, on account of its notorious 
infamy, is also a violation of all inter- 
national obligations. 

‘‘ In view of these facts, your memorial- 
ists respectfully urge the necessity of Her 
Majesty’s Government instituting an im- 
mediate inquiry into the circumstances 
under which the ‘‘Chinese Passengers’ 
Act” has failed to effect its purpose ; and 
into the conduct of the authorities respon- 
sible for this neglect of duty; and they 
beg that measures may be taken in 
future to secure the strict observance of 
the law. 


‘‘ We have the honour to be, my Lord, 
(On behalf of the Associations and 
Committees above-named), 
‘Your Lordship’s very obedient Servants, 


(Signed) EpWIn PEars, 
Secretary of the Association for the 
Promotion of Social Science ; 


(Signed) =F. W. CueEsson, 
Secretary of the Aborigines’ Pro- 
tection Society ; 


(Signed) LL. A. CHAMEROVzow, 
Secretary of the British & Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society.” 


(REPLY). 
‘* Downing Street, 24th December, 1869. 


‘«Sir,—I am directed by Earl Granville to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 17th inst., enclosing a memorial on the 
subject of the Coolie trade from Hong 
Kong, and requesting that his Lordship 
will receive a deputation from the several 
Societies. which are interested in the 
matter. 

‘¢ In reply, I am to inform you that the 
subject has already received the careful 
consideration of this department; and 
that recent instructions, which have been 
sent to the Governor of Hong Kong, 
prohibit for the future all emigration 
from the colony to foreign countries, and 
allow it only to places withm Her 
Majesty’s colonial possessions. 
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‘‘Under these circumstances, it will 
probably be unnecessary for the deputation 
to have the trouble of coming to this 
office. 

‘‘T am, Sir, your obedient servant, 

ride ‘‘F, A, SANDFORD. 
‘© G, Pears, Esq.” 


ee 


IMMIGRATION FROM CHINA TO 
THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA. 


Tue following minute of the Committee 
of the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society, and the accompanying letter, 
have been forwarded by Mr. Cooper to 
upwards of five hundred representative 
ladies and gentlemen, statesmen and 
legislators, divines and philanthropists, 
editors of newspapers, and others, in the 
United States. 

We are happy to report that these 
documents have been received in the 
spirit in which they were penned and 
forwarded. 

Our esteemed friend, Mr. Cooper, has 
in his possession a number of letters of 
sympathy and approval, from persons of 
eminence ; and a large number of editors 
of newspapers have given wide currency 
to these circulars by copying them entire 
into their colums. 

We copy one letter from the governor 
of an important State—simply withholding 
name and locality :— 


Executive Department, March 14, 1870. 

“Dear Sir,—Your letter of the 16th Feb. 
1870, in reference to the Coolie trade, and in- 
closing minute of the Anti-Slavery Committee 
on Emigration from China, is received. Per- 
mit me to thank you for calling attention to 
the iniquitous traffic now going on from the 
shores of China, rivalling, if not exceeding in 
its horrors, that of former years with the West 
Coast of Africa. 

“TI do not think there is very much danger 
that any success will attend the effort to intro- 
duce the traffic into our Southern States; but 
it is well to be watchful that the American 
Republic shall not suffer this new shame. 

“‘ Be pleased to accept for yourself and the 
philanthropic gentlemen associated with you in 
your benevolent efforts, my assurance of pro- 
found regard and earnest sympathy with the 
noble objects of your Association. 

‘‘ With great respect, 
“‘T am yours very truly. 
“ ” 





‘«‘ P, S.—The letter and minute above referred 
to have been published in this city, and doubt- 
less will be elsewhere.” 

“« Mr. JoserpH CooPer, 
‘Walthamstow, England.” 


(Cory oF MrxvrE.) 


“« British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society. 
“ At a meeting of the Committee, held at 27, 
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New Broad Street, London, the 4th of Feb. 1870, 
the following minute was unanimously adopted : 

‘The attention of this Committee has been 
turned to a report, which has gained currency 
in several of the American newspapers, to the 
effect that immigration on an extensive scale, 
from China to the Southern States, is in contem- 
plation. ae 

‘Whilst this Committee disclaims all desire 
to interfere with immigration when it is per- 
fectly free, and conducted upon fair and just 
principles, it has great cause to view with alarm 
and distrust Immigration from less enlightened 
and less civilized nations into countries where 
Slavery has recently had an existence. 

“The past experience of Great Britain has 
painfully shown that it is almost impossible in 
such cases to prevent kidnapping, oppression 
and fraud. 

“This has been found especially the case 
where contracts made with such persons in their 
own country are legally binding in the country 
in which such contracts are to be fulfilled. 

“In such cases it has frequenly happened 
that immigrants become marketable property, 
are openly bought and sold, and thus many of 
evils of the slavery are re-introduced, 

‘‘ There is also a danger that native labour 
may be depreciated and displaced, and a caste 
introduced into the country, by which labour 
itself may be degraded. 

“This Committee therefore ventures very 
respectfully to suggest to the friends of freedom 
in the United States the necessity of great 
vigilance, in order that evils of such magnitude 
may be effectually prevented.” 





(Cory or LETTER.) 


“Essex Hai, WALTHAMSTOW, 
© 16, 2 mo., 1870, 
‘DEAR FRIEND, 

“On behalf of the Anti-Slavery Com- 
mittee I take the liferty to send the enclosed 
minute on immigration from China into the 
Southern States of the Union. Tho facts 
which have at various times been brought 
before the Committee during the last twenty 
years arising out of immigration, especially 
into countries where Slavery had previously 
existed, have been of the most harrowing 
character. 

“Many rules and regulations have from 
time to time been laid down by the British 
Government, both in its imperial and colonial 
capacities, and immigration agents have been 
appointed to prevent abuses; but all efforts 
have, at least in many cases, so far proved 
ineffectual to prevent the perpetration of very 
grievous atrocities. Kidnapping and fraud 
are still practised to a large extent previous to 
embarkation, whilst as to the sea passage the 
fearful mortality often indicates the grievous 
sufferings to which the immigrants are sub- 
jected. The last mail from Demerara an- 
nounces the arrival of the ship Shand, which 
left Calcutta with 468 Coolies on board, and 
only landed 364 alive. 

“In Cuba, Chinese immigrants have long 
been bought and sold like cattle in the open 
market, and there is abundant testimony to 
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the fact that their condition is as bad as that 
of the slave himself. 

“In a Parliamentary Blue Book published 
@ year ago, it is stated that 96,581 Chinese 
were imported into Cuba within a period of 
one year and eight months, 

“We do not know what the mortality of 
the Chinese in Cuba is, but we do know that 
out of more than 100,000 taken into Peru 
within twenty years, less than 10,000 are now 
living, and that not more than about 100 have 
ever returned to their native land. 

“As to Jamaica, in a paper presented to 
the International Anti-Slavery Conference, 
held in Paris in 1867, Henry Clarke, an 
esteemed clergyman of the Church of England 
who had resided twenty years in Jamaica, 
bears striking testimony both to the condition 
of the immigrants and the causes which have 
led to their importation. 

“He says the suicidal policy of many of the 
planters in making the native labourers as un- 
comfortable as possible has driven them from 
estate labour to other occupations, and that 
this policy is still continued; another proof 
that the spirit of Slavery long survives its 
existence as an institution. As to the con- 
dition of the immigrants he writes :—‘I know 
this Coolie immigration to be the most atro- 
cious and cruel form of the slave-trade and 
Slavery that has ever existed, since it is worse 
to capture people by fraud than by force, and 
a slave for life isin a far better position than 
a slave for a short period, because in the one 
case it is the owner’s interest to care for him 
when sick ; in the other, to let him die off as 
soon as possible. The negroes themselves say 
the slaves were never treated as badly as the 
Coolies.’ 

** The subject appears to be of so much im- 
portance to the United States at the present 
time that I hope to be kindly excused for thus 
pressing it. 

“« May I be allowed to suggest, as one means 
of attracting public attention to it, that the 
minute of the Anti-Slavery Committee be 
published in some of your periodicals and 
newspapers as early as may be, 

*¢ Sincerely and very respectfully, 
“* JosePH COOPER.” 


THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT, THE 
SLAVE TRADE, AND SLAVERY. 


THe Parliamentary intelligence which 
follows this brief introductory article, con- 
tains several interesting features. First, 
the expensive, barbarous, and desolating 
Slave ‘Trade on the East Coast of Africa, 
to which we have called attention in a 
separate article. Secondly, that ‘very 
nefarious traffic,” as the First Lord of the 
Admiralty, Mr. Childers, puts it, the Poly- 
nesian Slave Trade. Thirdly, the Boers 
and the Basutos ; and fourthly, the West 
African Squadron—for the noble work 
done by which, in days gone by, Mr. 
Charles Buxton had a good word to say. 
We think it is much to be regretted, 
that compensation to the widow of the late 
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Mr, G. W. Gordon, of Jamaica, was not 
made the subject of a motion by Sir J. W. 
Dilke, in csehaninion to asking a question 
of the Prime Minister. This matter, how- 
ever, cannot, possibly rest where it is at 
present. 








PARLIAMENTARY PROCEEDINGS. 
HOUSE OF COMMONS, 


Thursday, February 11th. 
SLAVE TRADE AT ZANZIBAR. 
Mr. Orway informed the House, in answer to 
Mr. Gilpin, that Her Majesty’s Government had 
succeeded in obtaining an amendment in the 
stipulations of the treaty with the Sultan of 
Zanzibar which permitted the slave-trade in his 
dominions. A valuable report had been made 
by a Government Committee which sat recently 
at the Foreign-office, at which the principal 
government departments were represented, and 
of which Her Majesty’s Consul at Zanzibar was 
amember. That report was now awaiting the 
approval of the Foreign Secretary, and would 
shortly be laid before the House. In conse- 
quence of the agreement come to, Her Majesty’s 
cruisers were authorized to seize vessels carry- 
ing slaves in the territorial waters of the Sultan. 


Friday, February 18th. 
DEPORTATION OF SOUTH-SEA ISLANDERS, 

In reply to a question from Mr. Taytor, 

Mr. MonsEtt said that Lord Granville had 
sent despatches to the Governors of the several 
Australian colonies with the view of enforcing 
strict rules with regard to the deportation of 
South-Sea Islanders; and also a despatch to the 
British Consul in the Feejee Islands, requiring 
him to forward suggestions for the regulation 
of the traffic, and, if that were impossible, for 
its suppression. 


SOUTH AFRICA. 
Tuesday, Feb, 21st. 

Mr. Girtprx asked the Under-Secretary of 
State for the Colonies whether it was true, as 
stated in the South-African papers, that the 
Provisional Treaty between Sir Philip Wode- 
house and the Boers of the Orange Free State, 
by which a friendly tribe of natives had been 
deprived of a considerable extent of territory, 
had been sanctioned by Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment; and, if so, what provision had been 
made by Sir Philip Wodehouse for the protection 
of those who were thus driven from their 
homes ; and if there was any objection to lay a 
copy of the treaty and correspondence upon the 
table of the House. 

Mr. MonsExu said he would lay on the table 
the papers asked for by his hon. friend, and 
they would afford much fuller information than 
the House was now in possession of on this 
complicated subject. In reference to the first 
part of the question he would remind his hon. 
friend, that in 1866, after the war between 
Basuto and the Orange Free State, in which 
the former was defeated, a treaty was imposed 
on the vanquished which confiscated ev 
portion of their land. The conditions of the 
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‘treaty were so onerous that war broke out again 
between the same tribes, and the Orange Free 
‘State was again victorious. ‘Sir P. Wodehouse 
interfered, but he warned the people of Basuto 
that a considerable sacrifice of their property 
would be inevitable. Sir P. Wodehouse met 
the President of the Orange Free State, and a 
treaty was drawn up and referred to the Home 
Government for its approbation. So anxious 
was the Home Government to in every way 
protect the rights of Basuto that the treaty was 
not at once approved, but was sent back to Sir 
P. Wodehouse. He, however, wrote in reply 
to the Home Government that the treaty was, 
on the whole, as favourable to Basuto as any 
which there was any chance of procuring. He 
had also written to say that all the more 
valuable parts of the territory of Basuto had 
‘been got back, and that for the portions not 
restored an equivalent would be had by those 
who had been deprived of them. 


Monday, February 28th. 
THE POLYNESIANS AND QUEENSLAND. 

Mr. CHILDERS promised Mr. TayLor to place 
an additional ship on the Australian and New 
Zealand station for the special purpose of 
watching the slave-trade vessels between 
Feejee, New Caledonia, and the Northern 
Tslands. 


Monday, March 7th. 
POLYNESIAN LABOURERS. 


ADMIRAL ERSKINE askedt he Under-Secretary 
of State for the Colonies if a late report made 
by a Commission of the Legislature of New 
South Wales, on the subject of the deportation 
and importation of Polynesians as labourers, 
had been received at the Colonial Office; and, 
if so, if he would have any objection to lay the 
report, and any papers connected with it, upon 
the table of the House. 

Mr. MoNnsELL said that the report referred to 
by the hon. and gallant member had been re- 
ceived at tho Colonial Office, and that there 
would be no objection to lay it upon the table. 
With regard, however, to the papers connected 
with that report, seeing that the evidence alone 
occupied ninety closely-printed pages, he thought 
that it would hardly be necessary to lay them 
upon the table. The hon. and gallant member, 
however, would have an opportunity of inspect- 
ing them if he desired to do so. 


THE WEST AFRICAN SQUADRON. 
Tuesday March 29. 


Mr. Perer Ryianps (Warrington) called at- 
tention to the present distribution of our naval 
force, and more especially to the number of 
vessels now stationed on the West Coast of 
Africa. The reductions in the dockyards, vic- 
tualling-yards, &c., had almost reached their 
limit, and it was only by cutting down the 
number of ships and men employed that we 
could hope for further savings. He advocated 
‘the concentration of our naval power by the 
reduction of some of our foreign squadrons and 
‘the suppression of others. Touching by turns 
the peculiar characteristics of our different 
squadrons, he referred at great length to the 
‘recent proceedings of our China squadron, and 
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sharply censured the conduct of our naval and 
diplomatic authorities there, and of the China 
merchants. Finally, fixing his attention on 
the West-African squadron, he said that 
there was at both sides of the House such a 
concurrence of opinion as to this that he felt 
himself justified in challenging a vote upon the 
subject. In 1867 the noble lord the member 
for Chichester (Lord H. Lennox), then Secretary 
to the Admiralty, said he should feel the great- 
est satisfaction if the moment should arrive 
when Her Majesty’s Government deemed it con- 
sistent with the interests of humanity and the 
public service to modify or remove altogether 
the African coast squadron, By that means 
numbers of our seamen and officers would be 
saved from being devoured by the frightful 
pestilence which is so destructive on those 
shores. The noble lord till lately member for 
King’s Lynn, whose removal from the House of 
Commons they all regretted, both in itself and 
from the cause to which that removal was 
owing, speaking in 1865, said that, “if the 
people of this country knew what had been and 
what was the waste—he did not say of money 
merely, but of what was much more important, 
valuable lives on that coast—that African squad- 
ron would very shortly be numbered with the 
things of the past.” The right hou. gentleman 
the member for North Staffordshire obtained a 
Committee upon this subject, and though that 
Committee did not adopt the draught report 
which he proposed, its terms were fully borne 
out by the evidence which was given. One 
passage fromthe draught report ran as follows: 
“Your Committee deprecate the needless em- 
ployment of English officers and military on 
such a shore as costly to this country, not only 
by actual mortality, but by the numbers inva- 
lided in mind and body and rendered unfit for 
other actual service. . . .. . The scatter- 
ing of forces, both naval and military, in such 
parts of the world is an additional evil, which 
in’case of general war, would be of serious con- 
sideration.” No doubt the West-African squad- 
ron was established originally with the most 
humane and benevolent intentions, but the evil 
which it was intended tosuppress had practically 
ceased to exist, aud there was no sufficient 
trade to justify the maintenance of so large a 
force. The whole export trade to the West 
Coast, he found from the official returns, 
amounted to less than three-quarters of a 
million. Mr. Tobin, an African merchant of 
high standing, was examined before the Select 
Committee of 1865, and stated that, supposing 
the slave-trade were to eease, only a very small 
force indeed would be required to visit the dif- 
ferent ports of the coast—nothing like the pre- 
sent squadron. In former years both France 
and America joined in keeping up large squad- 
rons on the WestCoast of Africa. The French 
were bound under a convention to keep up 26 
ships, but since the Russian war these bad been 
entirely withdrawn. The American squadron 
also since the civil war had been entirely with- 
drawn. Why should this country be the only 
Power to keep up a large naval foree upon that 
coast? (Hear.) The unhealthy nature of the 
service had been conclusively shown in a return 
obtained in 1860'by the hon. and gallant mem- 
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"cher for Aberdeen (Colonel Sykes). From this 
“it-appeared that the number of vessels stationed 
on'the West Coast during ten years, from 1858 
‘to 1867 inclusive, averaged about 22 vessels. 
‘During those ten years the cases of sickness 
amounted to 33,713, invaliding to 865, and 
deaths to 448. The pay for ten years was 
740,875/., and the number of slaves captured 
8380. He gave the right hon. gentleman the 
First Lord of the Admiralty credit for reducing 
the ships on that station, though not to the full 
extent which he had given the House reason to 
expect. From a return published as to the health 
of the Navy for the last thirteen years, it ap- 
peared that the relative proportions on the home 
and West Coast stations were—at home, 1027 
cases of disease and injury, 25 invalided, and 
eight deaths; while on the West Coast the ra- 
tio was 1966 cases of disease and injury, 57 
invalided, and 26 deaths. Efficient sailors were 
costly of production, and he appealed to the 
House no longer to allow the lives of these men 
to be exposed unneccssarily on this pestiferous 
service. The hon. gentleman concluded by 
moving that the African squadron ought to be 
\_ materially reduced at the earliest possible date. 
The Hon, H. G. Liddell, Colonel Sykes, Mr. 
J. Lowther, Mr. Magniac, Sir John Pakington, 
Mr. Charles Buxton, and Mr. C. J. Read, took 
“part in the debate which ensued; but the ma- 
jority of these gentlemen referred chiefly to the 
minor aspects of the opening speech. 

Colonel Syxes said the loss of life on the 
African stations had no doubt been very great 
between 1858 and 1867, and the squadron was 
maintained at a very heavy cost, although years 
had elapsed since a slave ship was captured. 
Twenty-five of our vessels were formerly kept 
there, but his right hon. friend (Mr. Childers) 
had reduced the number to eleven. He should, 
however, like to sec a further reduction, as, in 
his opinion, eleven vessels were not required on 
the African coast now that the slave-trade has 
been abolished. All we wanted now was suffi- 
cient protection for our trade, which was much 
more considerable than the hon. gentleman 
seemed to imagine. 

Mr. LowTuer said, as to the maintenance 
of the squadron on the West Coast of Africa, 
he thought the hon. gentleman hardly laid 
sufficient stress upon what his right hon. 
friend (Mr. Childers) said last year. The 
right hon. gentleman said, that in the future 
disposal of the squadron regard would be had 
to the trade of this country, but that the 
supposed existence of that defunct institution, 
the slave-trade, would be taken into account. 
He confessed he was strongly of opinion that 
the horrors of the slave-trade in former 
days were actually caused in a great measure 
by the maintenance of this squadron. The 
slave-trade had ceased to exist «as an in- 

-stitution, not in consequence of the exer- 

-tions of the ‘squadron, but because there 
was now no demand for slaves from the West 
-Coast of Afriea, He had every reason to 
believe that ‘his right hon. friend had faithfully 
carried out the assurance he gave last year to 
the House. 

Mr. Buxton could not forbear saying, in 
teply to the hon. member for York, that no 
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other nation had over ‘pursued such an un- 
selfish, generous, and noble policy as that 
which England took with regard to the 
suppression of the slave-trade. Although that 
course might not have been exactly in:accord- 
ance with the principle of political economy, 
it had the approval of some of the most 
distinguished statesmen of this country, and 
he was therefore sorry to hear any expressions 
which seemed to indicate that the present 
generation would not accept the policy which 
their fathers carried out. The slave-trade 
might not have been abolished by squadrons on 
the West Coast of Africa, but there could be 
no doubt that it was thereby repressed, and 
would otherwise have attained such pro- 
portions that England would not have been 
able to suppress it. The hon. member for York 
had said that it was the attempts which were 
made to’ suppress the slave-trade which gave 
rise to incidents of a horrible character; but 
having heard that statement made elsewhere, 
he (Mr. Buxton) had made inquries, and had 
found that when Wilberforce first brought 
férward the subject, the condition of the slave 
vessels was quite as bad as they had ever 
been since that time. There was no doubt 
now that the slave-trade was extinct, or all 
but extinct, that the reasons for the main- 
tenance of that squadron had disappeared. 
Indeed, it might have been reduced, in his 
opinion, of late years, far more than it had 
been, and it was, he believed, only because 
the Admiralty once they got into a groove 
were liable to remain in it that it had not 


-more readily diminished. Under the energetic 


rule of his right hon. friend, the present First 
Lord of the Admiralty, a waste of money and 
life, which every one must deplore, would, he 
felt sure, be put an end to. 

Mr: CHILDERS replied with more or less 
fulness to the various points of Mr. Ryland’s 
speech. In the China seas we had a con- 
siderable force of gun-boats. The Government 
had received proposals from foreign Govern- 
ments for a general reduction of forces in 
the China seas, Those proposals had been 
warmly received by the Admiralty, and the 
effect of them would be, that the strength of our 
squadron there would be still further reduced. 
On the East-Indian station we had a larger 
force than he anticipated last year, for reasons 
he explained the other day; but an arrange- 
ment had been made with the Indian Govern- 
ment, under which they would contribute 
70,000/. a year, being the cost of 400 out of the 
1200 men kept there. He was sorry to say 
that there was an additional source of expense 
on that station, for on the East Coast of Africa 
the slave-trade was rapidly increasing, and an 
increased force was required to keep it down. 
This was not, however, the time to go into a 
question on which ‘more would be known 
shortly ; but undoubtedly this cause led to an 
increase of force on the East Indian-station. 
On the Australian station there was now the 
force he expected ; but ‘there again, as the 
House would remember, a very nefarious traffic 
existed inthe South Seas, by which the natives 
of the Fiji Islands were , and a vessel 
would be put upon the station during the fine 
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weather season to assist in putting an end to 
this traffic. This would temporarily add one 
vessel to the force which would otherwise be 
necessary upon the station. With respect to 
the North-American station, his hon. friend said 
the Government no longer wished to incur 
much expense on account of Canada, while the 
loss of life in the West Indies rendered that a 
calamitous station. No persons could be moro 
alive than the Government were to the inex- 
pediency of an unnecessary detention of Her 
Majesty’s ships in West-Indian waters; the 
tendency to yellow fever and the loss of life on 
the station made the Admiralty most anxious 
to keep down the number of ships in the West 
Indies. But owing to the serious disturbances 
in Cuba and Hayti it had been found impossible 
to make the reductions that might be desired in 
these waters; while in the north it was not a 
question of defending Canada, for we had 
serious duties to maintain in reference to the 
fisheries on the Newfoundland coast and else- 
where, and it would be impracticable, in the 
present state of things, unduly to diminish our 
naval force in North America, at any rate dur- 
ing the fishing season. On the Pacific station 
and south-eastern coast of America our force 
had been very greatly reduced. He had antici- 
pated that it would be possible to bring down 
our force on the south-coast of America from 
1100 to 800, but it had been brought down to 
550, and on the Pacific coast it had been re- 
duced from 2700 to 1800, or 150 less than he 
stated last year it was intended to keep there. 
In all these cases, therefore, the reduction 
nearly came up to his suggestion in 1867, 
and was larger than he proposed in 1869, 
He now came to the West Coast of Africa. 
The squadron on the West Coast of 
Africa used to be separated from the Cape 
squadron, so that the vessels composing the 
former could not go into cooler waters unless 
they came home or went into the Mediterranean. 
The Admiralty had made a beneficial change by 
combining the two stations, and vessels might 
now, after short service in the West Indies, be 
sent to a cooler station in the neighbourhood of 
the Cape. That change caused some additional 
expense by increasing the number of men and 
ships, but the effect upon the health of the 
crews was a beneficial one, and in the long run 
it was an economical change. The combined 
squadron now consisted of two corvettes, five 
gun-vessels which acted as cruisers, three 
stationary ships, a paddle-steamer used for 
transport service at the Cape, a small steamer 
used for river purposes, and a store-ship. The 
line of coast from the Gambia down to the 
southern tropic, over 2000 miles long, was kept 
by only three cruisers and one senior officer’s 
ship. He did not think it possible to do less in 
the present state of things, though it might 
eventually be possible to reduce the force by 
one ship; but meanwhile the effect of keeping 
only these ships in the hot weather part of the 
station, and two cruisers and one senior officer’s 
ship in the cool weather station, added greatly 
to the health of the officers and men. To ac- 
cept the motion would be to say that it would 
be possible to look after British interests along 
the line of coast he had mentioned with less 





[mMarcH 31, 1870, 


than three small gunboats, but he thought the 
House would hardly be inclined to say that the 
existing force was too large. He should depres 
cate, therefore, the adoption of the motion. At 
the same time there was no squadron which the 
Admiralty was more wishful to reduce, and he 
would leave no stone unturned to reduce it 
within proper compass. He thought he saw 
his way to a still further gradual reduction, 
and after this assurance he hoped his hon. friend 
would not press the motion. 

Mr. Ryvanps said, that after the statement 
of the right hon. gentleman he should not 
trouble the House to divide. 

The motion was then withdrawn, 


Monday, April 4th 1870. 


THe Wipow or Mr. G. W. Gorpon. 

Sir C. W. Ditke asked the First Lord of the 
Treasury whether, having regard to the circum- 
stances attending the military execution of the 
lats Mr. G. W. Gordon, a member of the legis- 
lature of Jamaica, and to the injury done to the 
property of his widow, he was prepared to 
consider the justice of making some compensa- 
tion to Mrs. Gordon for the grievous losses and 
sufferings she has sustained. 

Mr. GLADSTONE.— With respect to the military 
execution of Mr. G. W. Gordon, it will be 
remembered by the House that that matter was 
left in a condition in which the legal rights of 
it have never been brought to a distinct and 
final issue. With respect to the grievous losses 
and sufferings which Mr. Gordon had sustained, 
as far as they regard the injury done to the 
property of his widow, I have to say, that no 
evidence tending to prove sufficiently either the 
nature or extent of any such losses has ever 
been placed before me; and, upon the whole 
matter, I am bound to say that, having given 
it the utmost and best consideration in my 
power, I do not think it would fall either within 
the ordinary provisions of the Civil List pensions, 
or that the case is one in which it would be 
consistent with the duty of the Government to 
make an application to Parliament. 


Thursday, April 8. 

DEPORTATION OF NATIVES IN THE SOUTH SEAS. 

Mr. Krxynarrp asked the First Lord of the 
Admiralty whether any further papers would 
be laid upon the table with reference to the de- 
portation of natives in the South Seas, and 
especially to the case of the Daphne ; whether 
instructions had been given to the commodore 
to watch this traffic and to prevent its being 
abused ; and whether Commander Palmer would 
be relieved of the law expenses incurred in pros- 
ecuting the Daphne. 

Mr. CuitpErs.—In reply to my hon. friend I 
have to say that I have ascertained that the Co- 
lonial Office are collecting a large number of 
papers on the subject of the deportation of na- 
tives in the South Seas, and that my right hon. 
friend the Under-Secretary of State will lay 
them on the table. As to the second question, 
Commodore Lambert was directed, on the 1st 
of October 1869, to use the utmost vigilance to 
check the slave-trade character of these opera- 
tions ; and on the 22nd of February last he was 
instructed to send a vessel to the Fiji and 











marc 31, 1870.] 


Friendly Islands, and to cruise as far north as 
Gilbert’s Group, taking all lawful means to pre- 
vent this traffic. (Hear, hear). As I stated in 
reply to my hon. friend the member for Leices- 
ter some days ago, an additional ship has been 
temporarily added to the squadron for this ser- 
vice. As to the third question, the Rosario de- 
tained the Daphne at the Fijis in April 1869, 
on suspicion of carrying natives illegally from 
Bankes’s group. The case was tried in the Vice- 
Admiralty Court at Sydney, and, although the 
Daphne was released, the learned Judge (Sir 
Alfred Stephen) certified that there was rea- 
sonable cause for seizure. (Hear). The Secre- 
tary of State has approved Commander Palmer’s 
proceedings, and I may add that I promoted 
him yesterday to the rank of Captain expressly 
to mark our sense of his conduct. (Hear, hear). 
The Treasury have also been requested to au- 
thorise the payment of his expenses (about 
200/). by the public. (Hear, hear), 
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Robson, Isaac, Huddersfield. (,,) 0 10 
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Stansfield, J. L., Bradford . (,,) 
Stephens, Anna, Bridport . (,,) 
Stephenson, Ann, Exeter . (,,) 
Tappan, Lewis, New York . (don.) 
Rhomas, George (Exors. of 


om 
oe 
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ay 
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the late) Bristol .(sub.), 100 0 
Thompson, 8., York . ‘ie 0 10 
Toll, Miss L., Woodbridge (ys) 0 5 
Trevelyan, A. Esq., J.P., 

‘ Tyneholm, N.B. ; ef 5 0 
Tuckett, Philip D., Frenchay (,,) 41 
Vipan, Mrs., Biggleswade (53 0 4 
West, Edward, Bradford (,;) 1 0 
Wheeler, Fred., Roehester . (,,) 2 10 
Wilkey, J. F., Exeter . oa 2 12 
Wilson, John, Bradford (.5) 0 10 
Wilson, James, York . me 5 0 
Williams, Caleb, M.D., York (,,) ae 
Wood, Wm., York ; conten 0 10 


ROBERT ALSOP, 
EDMUND STURGE, 
27, New Broad Streét, London. 


FREEDMEN’S. COMMITTEE OF 
CORRESPONDENCE. 


\ Hon. Secs. 











THE RATIFICATION OF THE FIFTEENTH CON- 
STITUTIONAL AMENDMENT. 
WE give below the text of the proclamation 
of the Fifteenth Constitutional Amend- 
ment, with a message to the Senate 
and House of Representatives from the 
President, in extenso. President Grant 
declares this ‘‘a measure of grander im- 
portance than any one act of the kind 
from the foundation of our free govern- 
ment to the present time ;” ‘‘ completing 
the greatest civil change, and constituting 
the most important event, that has 
occurred since the nation came into life.” 
Should the weighty advice of the Presi- 
dent bé™faken by both parties ‘“ the race 
more favoured heretofore, and the newly- 
enfranchised—the former to withhold no 
legal privilege of advancement to the new 
citizen, and the latter as to the “‘ import- 
ance of their striving, in every honourable 


manner, to make themselves worthy of 


their new privilege”—a happier day must 

shine on the United States of America 
than they have ever known. 
PROCLAMATION. 

To all to whom these presents come—Greeting : 


Know ye that the Congress of the United | 
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States, on or about the 27th day of February, 
in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
sixty-nine, passed a resolution in the words 
and figures following, to wit : 


A resolution proposing an amendment to the 
Constitution of the United States. 

Resolved, By the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, two-thirds of both Houses 
conewrring, that the following article be pro- 
posed to the Legislatures of the several States 
as an amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, which, when ratified by three-. 
fourths of said Legislatures, shall be valid as 
part of the Constitution, namely: 

ArticLe 15, Section 1. THE RIGHTS OF 
CITIZENS OF THE UNITED STATES TO VOTE 
SHALL NOT BE DENIED OR ABRIDGED BY THE 
Unrrep Srares, or BY ANY STATE, ON ACCOUNT 
OF RACE, COLOUR, OR PREVIOUS CONDITION OF 
SERVITUDE. 


Section 2. THE CONGRESS SHALL HAVE 


.POWER TO ENFORCE THIS ARTICLE BY APPRO- 


PRIATE LEGISLATION. 

And further, That it appears from the official 
documents on file in this Department that the 
Amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States, proposed as aforesaid, has been ratified 


by the Legislatures of the States of — 


North Carolina, Connecticut. Missouri, 
West Virginia, Florida, Mississippi, 
Massachusetts, Tlinois, Ohio, 
Wisconsin, Indjana Towa, 

Maine, New York, Kansas, 
Louisiana, ’ New Hampshire Minnesota, 
Michigan, Nevada, _ Rhode Island. 
South Carolina, Vermont, Nebraska, 
Pennsylvania Virginia, Texas, 
Arkansas, Alabama, 


In all twenty-nine states. 

And further, That the States whose Legisla- 
tures have so ratified the said proposed amend- 
ment constitute three-fourths of the whole 
number of States in the United States. 

And further, That it appears from an official 
document, on file in this Department, that. he 
Legislature of the State of New York has since 
passed resolutions claiming to withdraw the 
said ratification of the said amendment which 
had been made by the Legislature of that 
State, and of which official notice had been 
filed in this Department. 

And further, That it appears from an official 
document, on file in this Department, that the 
Legislature of Georgia has by resolution rati- 
fied the said proposed amendment. 

Now, therefore, be it known, That I, Hamilton 
Fish, Secretary of State of the United States, 
by virtue and in pursuance of the second 
section of the Act of Congress, approved the 
20th day of April, in the year 1818, entitled 
‘An Act to provide for the publication of the 
laws of the United States, and for other 
purposes,” do hereby certify that the amend- 
ment aforesaid has become valid to all intents 
and purposes as a part of the Constitution of 
the United States. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand and caused the seal of the Department 
of State to be affixed.. 
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Done at. the City of Washington, this 
thirtieth day of March, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
seventy, and of the Independence of the 
United States the ninety-fourth. 

Haminton Fisu. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
To the Senate and House of Representatives. 


It is unusual to notify the two Houses of 
Congress by message of the promulgation, by 
proclamation of the Secretary of State, of the 
ratification of a Constitutional Amendment. 
In view, however, of the vast importance of the 
Fifteenth Amendment of the Constitution, this 
day declared a part of that revered instrument, 
I deem a departure from the usual custom 
justifiable. A measure which makes at once 
four millions of people voters, who were here- 
tofore declared by the highest tribunal in the 
land not citizens of the United States, nor 
eligible to become so, with the assertion that at 
the time of the Declaration of Independence 
the opinion was fixed and universal—in the 
civilized portion of the white race, regarded as 
an axiom in morals as well as in polities—that 
“black men had no rights which white men 
were bound to respect,” is indeed a measure of 
grander importance than any cter one act of 
the kind from the foundation of our free 
Government to the present time. Institutions 
like ours, in which all power is derived directly 
from the people, must depend mainly upon 
their intelligence, patriotism, and industry. I 
call the attention, therefore, of the newly- 
enfranchised race to the importance of their 
striving, in every honourable manner, to make 
themselves worthy of their new privilege. To 
the race more favoured heretofore by our laws, 
I would say, withhold no legal privilege of ad- 
vancement to the new citizen. The framers of 
of our Constitution firmly believed that a 
republican form of government could not en- 
dure without intelligence and education gene- 
rally diffused among the people. The father 
of his country, in his farewell address, uses 
this language ; “Promote, then, as a matter of 
primary importance, institutions for the gene- 
ral diffusion of knowledge. In proportion as 
the structure of the Government gives force to 
public opinion, it is essential that public opinion 
should be enlightened.” In his first annual 
message to Congress the same views were 
forcibly presented, and are again urged in his 
eighth message. 

I repeat that the adoption of the Fifteenth 
Amendment to the Constitution completes the 
greatest civil change, and constitutes the most 
important event, that has occurred since. the 
nation came into life. The change will be 
beneficial in proportion to the heed that is given 
to the urgent recommendations of Washington. 
If these recommendations were important then 
with a population of but a few millions, how 
much more important now, with a population 
of forty millions, and increasing in a rapid 
natio! I would therefore call upon Congress: 
oa take all the means within their constitu- 
otiucl power to promote and encourage popular 
teort tion throughout the country, and upon 
hdapeople everywhere to see to it that all who 
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possess and exercise political rights shail. have: 
the opportunity to acquire the knowledge which; 
will make their share in the Government: a 
blessing and not adanger. By such means: 
only can the benefits contemplated by this 
Amendment to the Constitution be secured. 
U. 8S. GRANT. 

Executive Mansion, March 30th, 1870. 

Hamitton Fisn, Secretary of State of the 

United States. 








THE SOUTHERN STATES, THE. 
NEGRO, AND THE SOOLIE. 


The condition of some sections of 
the Southern States is becoming anar- 
chical. In not a few of the ex-Slave 
States the language of the Democratic 
newspapers and leading men equals for 
bitterness that employed before the out- 
break of the war. In Virginia, in 
Tennessee, in Georgia, in North Carolina, 
and elsewhere, outrages on the Freedmen 
and on loyal Whites have led to constant 
demands on the Government for troops. 
Under these painful circumstances, the 
President is said to be cool, cautious, 
resolute ; very stern as to the assertion 
and maintenance of law, but anxious to 
avoid resort to military rule. 

The Freedmen’s Bureau was a terror to 
the very many evil-doers of the South, 
and its influence for good to the law- 
abiding extended far beyond the exercise 
of its purely official functions. Only the 
disloyal, the cruel and the unjust had 
cause to object to its presence, or to fear 
its operations. ‘fo the coloured people, 
in making labour contracts, and in de- 
manding the fulfilment of those contracts 
by all parties to them, the Bureau was as 
helpful as it was in looking after the 
education of the Freed-people and their 
children. Indeed it was valuable in 
every way, to the latter especially, as 
healthfully stimulative, wisely advisory, 
and fearlessly protective. 

The coloured people have, as a whole, 
done admirably, but the evil treat- 
ment they are experiencing is leading 
them to one kind of use of liberty which 
may prove seriously embarrassing to their 
short-sighted oppressors. They are im- 
migrating in considerable numbers from 
Virginia, North and South Carolina, — 
Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, Northern 
Georgia, &c. ‘These immigrants, too, are, 
for the more part, the most intelligent, 
the most enterprising, and the most 
thrifty. Within the last twelve months 
from 25,000 to 30,000 Negroes have left 
Virginia alone; and “the exodus _sitill 
continues as brisk as ever.” They: leave 
in gangs of from 50 to 300. There is 
every indication that within a few months 
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the coloured exodus from Tennessee will 
be as large as from Virginia. 

It is predicted that in a few years the 
bulk of the coloured people will be 
located on the sugar and cotton planta- 
tions of Mississippi, Texas, Louisiana, 
Arkansas, &c. The Gulf States will thus 
so far gain what the South-western and 
Atlantic States are losing—are worse than 
throwing away—of skilled, industrious, 
and reliable labourers. With a compa- 
ratively large amount of capital, and with 
an unexhausted and all-but boundless 
extent of widely productive soil, these 
Gulf States will prove to the coloured 
people at once a safe asylum, and a 
remunerative field of labour. 

On the other hand, it is said that 
Virginia, North Carolina, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Missouri, Georgia and Alabama are 
making extraordinary efforts to attract 
foreign immigrants, and hence the desire, 
not merely for white, but the resolve to 
introduce ‘‘ Chinese labourers” to make up 
for the coloured people who depart, and to 
compete with the coloured people who 
may remain. 

This Coolie resource seems a very 
feasible one doubtless to many, yet the 
Coolie lies very remote, needs ‘ careful 
selection,” delicate treatment, and does 
not otherwise become healthily acclima- 
tized. How much better would it be to 
hasten, and not hinder, the practical 
establishment of the new era of Freedom 
and Justice to the Freedmen, and not 
to introduce a new Slavery: the cost of 
the old one was terribly dear. 

Is there not anything more than mere 
‘‘ poetic justice ” in the fact, that the only 
coloured senator in the august assem- 
bly at Washington—Mr. Revels—sent 
thither by Mississippi, occupies the seat 


of Mr. Jefferson Davis, and delivered his - 


maiden speech, marked by great eloquence, 
on the Georgia Reconstruction Bill? 

Those Southerners who loyally accept 
‘‘the situation ’—who make fair contracts 
with the coloured people, and keep them 
too, and who promote their education and 
elevation, are by no means few in number ; 
but they are not a majority. 

Still, all things considered, we are of 
opinion, that, much as the Freedmen and 
their friends have to lament, and even to 
fear, they have much more to be thankful 
for, much more to encourage them, much 
more to hope for. 
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MR. STAFFORD ALLEN’S RECENT 
VISIT TO AMERICA. 


WE have much —— in placing before 
our readers the following copy of a docu- 
ment which reflects credit on all concerned ; 


At the Fifth Biennial Conference of Teachers 
and Delegates from Friends’ First-day Schools 
in the United States, held in Philadelphia, Even- 
ing Session, 11 mo. 18, 1869, 

St Allen acceptably addressed the 
meeting tuypon the subject then before it— 
‘(Christian work among the Indians, Freedmen, 
and others.” His affectionate farewell called 
forth much earnest utterance of the love pre- 
vailing throughout the assembly, and the Secre- 
tary was directed to send to him and his coad- 
jutors in England a message conveying the 
assurance that Friends in America fully appre- 
ciate their faithful unwearying labours, grate- 
fully acknowledge their material help, cheering 
sympathy, and availing prayers, strongly desire 
that they may be encouraged in the work, and 
rejoice in the consciousness of being united ot 
them as brethren inseparable in the Lord. 

Wm. G. Ruoaps, Sec. 

(Extracted from the Minutes.) 








CONTRIBUTIONS, 1870. 


Charleton, Robert, Bristol . . 385 0 0 
Per Morgan and Chase, London 5 0 0 
Allen, Stafford §S., Alexandria, per 

W. Allen . d ‘ * - 500 
Lingford, Joseph, Bishop Auckland 5 0 0 
Stephens, Mrs. J. P., Bridport - 50 0 
Allen, William, Winchmore Hill 

(making, with former amount, 

£5). fi . ‘ ‘ oe ee Wee | 
Southall, Ann, Leominster . eke 
Per Thomas Lester, Penrith . 019 O 
From a few Friends, York . 010 O 
Per Miss E. Smith, Kelvedon 0 2 0 


JOHN TAYLOR 

THOMAS PHILLIPS, } Hon, Secs. 
12, Bishopsgate Street Without, 
April 20, 1870: 








THE WESTERN FREEDMEN’s AID Com- 
MISSION.—This invaluable Commission, one 
of the most active and efficient in the work 
of educating the Freedmen, and supplying 
their physical necessities, the Board of 
which met for the last time on the 11th 
March, has become incorporated in. the 
Middle-west department of the American 
Missionary Association. Its work will 
still be continued. The indefatigable and 
disinterested friend of the coloured race, 
Mr. Levi Coffin, will still take an active 
part on the Board of Directors. 
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